GrahamPaintsDark” 
Picture Of World » 


picture of the current condition of the 
world, Evangelist Billy Graham called 
on Southern Baptists to speak and act 
on such great problems as poverty, 
pornography, racism, pollution, drugs, 
and war. 


Graham told an overflow crowd es- 
timated by Currigan Hall Center offi- 
cials at 16,000 to 17,000 that they 
must make the spiritual dimension 
their priority in life. 


f 

Graham was introduced by his per- 
sonal pastor, outgoing Convention 
President W. A. Criswell, who called 
him ‘‘God’s flaming evangelist.” 

Graham said that he had been in 
Denver observing the convention, 
though not as a messenger. 

“Of all conventions I've attended, 
I’ve never seen one I thought was 


Resolutions 
Reveal SBC 


Opinions 


Many resolutions were presented to 
the SBC messengers in Denver. The 
following ones_were passed. 


On Evangelism and Prayer 


WHEREAS, our nation has given 
evidence of being in dire need of a 
spiritual awakening, 


WHEREAS, there are many indica- 
tions of a genuine moving of the Holy 
Spirit in our nation, 


WHEREAS, the Executive Com- 
mittee ef the Southern Baptist Con- 
vention has clearly emphasized the 
primacy of evangelism in future pro- 
gramming for Southern Baptist C o n- 
vention agencies, 


BE IT, THEREFORE, RESOLVED 
that we the messengers of this con- 
vention rededicate ourselves and lead 
our churches to rededicate themselves 
to the task of witnessing to the un- 
saved and ruched, and 


mtirued on page 4) 


conducted” with more fairness than 
this one,” he said, to accompaniment 
of “Amens” and applause... ‘ 

He praised Criswell as ‘“‘one of the 
8reat prophets of- God in this gen- 
eration.’’ Graham commented that he 
grew up in Charlotte, N. C., the city 
of the incoming convention presi~ 
dent, Carl Bates, 

“I want to-express my confidence 
in the leadership of this convention,” 
Graham said. 

“For too long we have been silent 
on the great spiritual and moral is- 
sues of our day,’’ Graham said as he 
challenged Southern Baptists as the 
vanguard of evangelical Christianity 
to show that Jesus Christ can make 
a difference. 

Before disclosing his _ solutions, 
Graham told the messengers the 
world seems to have lost its way in- 
ternationally, racially, personally, 
ecologically, morally, and religiously. 

Bearing down hard on the religious 
facet, he charged some churches to- 
day have lost their message and oth- 
ers their audience, with some minis- 
ters preaching humanism and others 
practicing an orthodoxy not relevant 
to life. : 

“Today there is a drift in many of 
our denominations that is alarming; 
especially should we be concerned 
about our educational institutions. 

“One of our denominations came 
very close this spring to endorsing 
promiscuous sexual relations. The 
next step will be church-supervised 
brothels very similar to the temple 
prostitutes of ancient Corinth. 

“Some of the violent racial groups 
in the country “are being led by so- 
called clergymen,”’ he told the mes- 
sengers, mostly preachers. ‘‘Where 
many of these men get the ‘Reverend’ 
in front of their names, I do not 
know. Certainly, they don’t get it 
from God.” 

“The tragic situation is that while 
the world cries out. . .the church stut- 
ters and sammers and seems to have 
lost its way.” 

The racial problem is increasing, 
not decreasing, Graham observed. 

“Only a decade ago it seemed that 
integration was just around the corner 
in the United States, but in the past 
five years polarization between racial 
extremists has been such that some 
feel the issue now is how to avert ra- 

(Continued on page 2) 


Mississippians Take Part 


In Denver Convention 


Denver — Mississippians were ac- 
tive as usual at last week's session 


of the Southern Baptist Convention 
held in Denver. 


Owen Cooper,” of Yazoo City, 
a member of the Convention's Exe- 
cutive Committee, presented the rec- 
ommendation of the Committee to the 
Convention that led to the relinquish- 
ing of control of its two hospitals, in 
New Orleans and Jacksonville. 


Dr. W. Douglas Hudgins, Mississip- 
pi Baptist executive secretary, thank- 
ed the Convention on behalf of Mis- 
sissippi, for its assistance rendered to 
the state following Hurricane Camil- 
le. 


Named to the Convention's C om - 
mittee on Boards for next year’s ses- 
sion were Rev. Bryant Cummings, 
Jackson, and Moran M. Pope of Hat- 
tiesburg. 


New members named to the denom- 
ination’s boards of trustees of agen- 
cies included Dr. Lewis Nobles of 
Clinton to New: Orleans Seminary 


~ Board and Dr. S. R. Woodson of Co- 


lumbus to the Radio and Television 
Commission Board. 


Owen Cooper was appointed to the 
Committee on North American Fel - 
lowship and the Baptist World Alli- 
ance Executive Committee. 


Dr. Joe T. Odle of Jackson was 
named to the Committee on Denomi- 
national Papers. ° 


Four Mississippi ministers of mu- 
sic sang before the convention with 
the Centurymen, a large chorus group 
sponsored by the Radio and Televis- 
sion Commission, in special music 
These were: Dennis Bucher, Charles 
Russell and Charles Muller of Jack- 
son and Tanner Riley of Clinton. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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SBC OPENING SESSION: An estimatéd 14,000 persons attended the open- 
ing night session of the Southern Baptist Convention meeting in Denver 
June 1-4. Officers of the Convention im foreground are: (left to right) Lee session. 


Porter, first vice president; .W. A. Criswell, president, and Harper Shan- 
non, second vice president. The convention hall was well filled at 


every 
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SBC Holds Historic Convention 
At 125TH Anniversary In Denver 


Southern Baptists In Denver 


An Editorial Report 


Southern Baptists in Denver; 
how can one describe such a con- 
vention? 


It seems to this observer, wha 
attended every session, that it 
best can be described in th® fol- 
lowing words: Declaration, De- 
termination, Demonstration, Di- 
rection and Dedication 


During the meeting there was 
Declaration that God had richly 
blessed Southern Baptists throu- 
gh the 125 years of their history, 
and that all of the glory and 
praise ‘for their progress goes to 
him. The first action of president 


Criswell, after calling the-con- 


vention to order, was to ask 
every person in the great audi- 
torium to get on his knees and 
thank God for His blessing and to 
pray, for His leadership in the 
meeting. 


There was Determination on 
the part of the messengers to ex- 
. press their convictions and to 
take the actions on which they 
had set their hearts before leav- 
ing home for Denver. 


There was Demonstration that 
Southern - Baptists are not con- 
trolled by a few denominational 
leaders, but that Baptist democ- 


ra¢y works. There also was de- 
monstration that Baptists can 
| disagree yet walk together as 
brethren. 


+, There was choice of Direction 
as the convention once again 
showed that it was going to con- 
tinue in its long held position of 
a_ Bible believing conserva- 
tism, and that it has no intention 
of allowing itself to be maneuv- 
ered into the liberal path. 


There was Dedication to car- 
rying out:the commission of Je- 
sus Christ, revealed by the mes- 
sengers giving their most enthus- 


iastic response to those who pre-" 


sented the long held basic em- 
phases of evangelism, missions, 
Christian education and other wit- 
ness to our Lord: 


A Business Convention 


It was a good convention, giv- 
ing itself largely to convention 
business, but hardly can be clas- 
sified as a meeting of great spir- 
itual impact, even though there 
were some periods of great spir- 
itual power and challenge. 


It was a meeting of determined 
action, but of little show of ani- 
mosity, and the love of Christ 
prevailed. We feel sure that even 
though there was not agreement 


(Continued on page 4) 


Conference Speakers Affirm Belief in Bible 


By Robert O’Brien 


DENVER (BP) — An exhaustive 
scrutiny of the Bible and its rela- 
tionship to Southern Baptists was con- 
ducted by a battery of pastors and 
denominational leaders here at the 
Affirming the Bible Conference, a 
pre - Southern Baptist - Convention 
event. 

W. Ross Edwards, editor of Mis- 
souri’s state Baptist newspaper, The 
Word and Way, said he called the 
conference to give Southern Baptists’ 
“silent majority’’ a chance to ‘put 
up our flag of trustworthiness of the 
Holy Scriptures.” 

In remarks at the_opening session, 
Chairman Edwards said, .‘‘we’re not 
here to cause trouble but maybe to 
blow off some steam.”’ % 

Attendance ‘ranged from more than 
850 in the afternoon session fo about 
1,000 at the evening session. Official 
registration was listed as 850. 

Joe T. Odle, editor of The Baptist 
Record, Mississippi's state Baptist pa- 

r what some observers 
considered to 
“conservative vs. liberal’ contro- 
versy with a 20-page paper outlining 
what he characterized as ‘‘a trend of 
a more lenient attitude toward the- 


ological liberalism” in Southern Bap-* 


tist literature. 


Odle emphasized that the conclu- 
sions ‘‘represent my own thinking,”’ 
and he commended the Southern Bap- 
tist Convention for a history of out- 
standing literature, agencies and per- 


* sonnel. 


But the Baptist editor said, ‘we 
must admit that something is wrong. 
There is appearing in some of the 


Inne ~~ } 


literature materials which are raising 
questions in the minds of a large seg- 
ment of the Southern Baptist consti- 
tutency.’’ 

Warming to the amens from_ his 
listeners, Odle said, ‘‘A rumbie is be- 
ing heard that will not be silenced, 
and that rumbling seems to be gaining 
in crescendo. No amount of reassur- 
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THREE PRESIDENTS: Carl E. Bates ( left) pasbr of the First 


Baptist Church, Charlotte, N. C., was elected presid 
Baptist Convention. Mrs. R. L. Mathis was reelected p 
Missionary Union. Landrum P. Leavell Il was elec; 


Southern Baptist Pastors’ Conference. 


of the Southern 
nt of Woman's 


‘president of the 


ance from leaders has been able to 
Stop it, nor can we expect it to ebb 
as long as objectionable materials 
continue to appear.” 

Stating that his observations were 
Substantiated by letters from more 
than 60 pastors and laymen and other 
research, Odle listed five ‘‘general 
conclusions."’ 

It is evident, he said, ‘‘in recent 
years, a trend of more lenient atti- 
tude toward theological liberalism. 
This is, of course, the basic cause for 
the restlessness that is disturbing the 
convention.”’ 

Odle cited examples from the con- 
troversial first volume of the 
Broadman Bible ‘Commentary, new 
Southern Baptist study course mate- 
tials and other material he feels give 
room for a “‘liberal"’ interpretation of 
Scriptural passages. 

Earlier, Edwards commented in his 
opening remarks, “If the interpreta- 
tion of Genesis in the Broadman 
Commentary goes unchallenged, we 
Owe “an apology to Ralph-,Elliott.”’ 

n 0 . g Efliott, a pro- 
fessor at Midwestern Baptist Theolog- 
ical Seminary, Kansas City, was dis- 
missed after a conservative-liberal 
hassle on his. interpretations in his 
beok, The Message of Genesis. 

Edwards, who actively opposet El- 

(Continued on page 2) 
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By Roy Jennings 


DENVER (BP)—About 13,500 Bap- 
tists found a Broadman Bible Com- 
mentary volume too liberal and de- 
mands for denominational workers to 
reaffirm the Bible in writing too harsh 
at the 125th anniversary meeting of 
the Souther# Baptist Convention at 
Currigan Hall here. 

Between rounds of the three - day 
doctrinal dispute they elected Carl 
Bates, pastor of First Baptist Church 
of Charlotte, N; C., as the new. presi- 
dent, approve a record $29.1 million 
budget, and received annual reports 
from their 20 agencies, and severed 
ties with two SBC hospitals. 

Inspiration came from Evangelist 
Billy Graham and multi-media pres- 
entations on missions and the 125th 
anniversary of the denomination, cel- 
ebrated with flourish in the opening 
session. 


. . 


Native Mississippian 


> ; 

Operating for the first time on a 
new convention format which pro- 
vided double the amount of time for 
miscellaneous business, the vocal 
messengers still ran out of time be- 
fore they completed their suggestions 
for running the denomination during 
the next 12 months. 


Messengers offered 23 resolutions 
and 19 motions, at least five aimed at 
the Christiari Life Commission, the de- 
which conducted 
ei = FR 
Atlanta. 


Seminar program 
drew the ire of the 


| who 


ae 


Anson Mount of Playboy mag a 


Joseph Fletcher of situation 


fame, and outspoken Negro legislator — 


Julian Bond of Atlanta. 
(Continued On Page 2) 


Carl Bates, N. Carolina 
Is New SBC President 


DENVER (BP) — Carl E. Bates, 
56-year-old pastor of First Baptist 
Church of Charlotte, N. C., was elect- 
ed president of the 11.4 million mem- 
ber Southern Baptist Convention here. 

Bates succeeds W. A. Criswell, pas- 
tor of First Baptist Church of Dallas, 
who completed two terms as head of 
the nation’s largest Protestant de- 
nomination. 

Competition for the office was pro- 
vided by Gerald Martin, pastor of 
Poplar Avenue Baptist Church of 
Memphis, Tenn., Lee Porter, pastor 
of First Baptist Church of Bellaire, 
Tex., Charles Trentham of First Bap- 
tist Church of Knoxville, Tenn., and 
Harold C. Abbott, a Shreveport, La., 
businessman. 

Bates was leading other candidates 
for convention president in 1963 in 
Kansas City but — the 
run-off. 

The election of. Bates marked - the 
second time the First Baptist Church 
of Charlotte has supplied a president 
for the denomination. C. €. Warren of 
Charlotte served two terms in 1956-57. 

Born in Amite County, Miss., Bates 
attended elementary school at Beech- 
wood, Miss., and Enterprise, Miss., 
and ‘completed Amite County Agricul- 
tural High School in 1932 at Liberty, 
Miss. 

Bates attended Mississippi College 
at Clinton, Miss., and received a 
bachelor’of theology degree and a 
master’s certificate in theology from 
Southern Baptist Theological Semi- 
nary, Louisville, Ky. He was awarded 
an honorary, doctorate by Baylor Uni- 
versity in 1951. 

During seminary years Bates was 
the pastor of three. Kentu rural 

0 4 bit; An = 4... 
Corydon. His first full-time pastorate 
was Central Baptist Church of Win- 
chester, Ky., in 1941. 

Bates pastored First Baptist Church 
of Leesburg, Fla., in 1943-47; First 
Baptist Church of Texarkana, Tex., 


1947-50; and First Baptist Church of 
Amarillo, Tex., 1950-59. 


The First Baptist Church of Char- 
lotte called him on July 19, 1959. At 
the time he was president of the Bap- 
tist General Convention of Texas. 


DENVER (BP)—Carl Bates, 56 
year - old newly - elected president 
of the Southern Baptist Convention 
met the press following his election 
and took cautious stands on the issues 
of poverty, race, and liberalism in 
the 11.5 million member Protestant 


(Continued on page 2) 


Mississippians To 
Participate In 


Asian Crusade 


Several Mississippians are among 
the large number of Southern Baptist 
pastors and evangelists who will par- 
ticipate. in Asian and South Pacific 
Crusades which are to precede the 
Baptist World Alliance in Tokyo, 
Japan in July. 


Revivals will be held in churches 


and missions in the Phillipines, Tai- - 


wan, Okinawa, Indonesia, New 
Zealand, and other countries. They 
are under the direction of the For- 
eign Mission Board of the Southern 
Baptist Convention. 


sunday, June 14, is Bel 
as a day of prayer for the crusade 
and churches all across the conven- 


arrnied 


tion are asked to join that day in 


praying for a mighty moving ot I 
(Continued on page Dy 
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. tion called for abolishing the social 


Two of the stronger Tequests for ac- 
action agency and for firing its staff. 


Milder ones wanted the Christian 
Life Commission to tell their motives 
for the seminar and to know the agen- 
cy had offended a large number of 
Baptists by sponsoring the event. 


Messengers agreed to table the four 
motions at the request of former pres- 
idents headed by Ramsey Pollard of 
Memphis who assured them their con- 
victions had been heard and regis- 
tered. 


However, Volume 1 of the Broad- 
man Bible Commentary was not so 
fortunate. By almost a 3 to 1 vote, the 
messengers, led by Gwin Turner, a 
Los Angeles pastor, asked the Baptist 
Sunday School Board to withdraw 
the volume and rewrite’ it with a 
more_conservative viewpoint. 


Turner, who claimed he went on a 
fast to prepare himself for the foray, 
called the comméntary a direct con- 
tradiction of the Bible. He referred 


specifically to the interpretation of a - 


Genesis passage that God did not 
command Abraham to sacrifice his 
son, Isaac. 


James L..Sullivan, executive sécre- 
tary of the Sunday School Board, 
which is publishing the 12-volume 
commentary during the next two 
years, explained the book was with- 
-in convention-approved publishing pol- 
icies and didn’t represent an official 
convention position. That didn’t satis- 
fy, however, a majority of the mes- 
sengers. % 


Later, Sullivan explained that mem- 
bers of the Sunday School Board will 
take up the request at their next 
meeting August 12-13. Turner offered 
to provide writers of the revision a 
Position paper. 


Unhappy about contents of denomi- 
national literature, messengers pro- 
posed that denominational employees 
sign statements annually as a condi- 
tion of employment that they believe 
in the Bible as the authoritative, au- 
thentic, inspired, infallible Word of 
God. 


One motion singled out seminary 


Both were ruled out of order by out- 
going president W. A. Criswell of Dal- 
las after the parliamentarian stated 
they conflicted with convention by- 
laws concerning the responsibility of 
agency trustees. 

In other business, the messengers 
approved 12 resolutions on such sub- 
jects an environment, race, law and 
order, extremism, public and private 
education, peace, evangelism and 
prayer, drugs and alcohol, and re- 
affirmation of the convention’s 125th 
anniversary. 

-Surprisingly, the resolution Oppos- 
ing the use of tax money for private 
education got the most attention. 

An effort by Joe Odle of Jackson, 
Miss., to delete a reference to priv- 
ate, church - related schools being 
férmed simply to avoid racial inte- 
gration Jost by a narrow margin. 

The convention in Denver's 600-foot- 
long Currigan Exhibition Hall at- 
tracted 13,522 registered messengers, 
well below the record 16,678 who reg- 
istered at New Orleans last year and 
sixth in all-time attendance. . 

In 1971 the convention will meet in 
St. Louis on June 14 with John Clay- 
pool, pastor of Crescent Hill Baptist 
Church of Louisville, Ky., preaching 
the annual convention sermon. 

Selecting sites, six years ahead, the 
messengers agreed to go to Miami 
Beach, Fla., in 1975, but asked the 
Executive Committee to take another 
look at the facilities in Norfolk, Va., 
Suggested for 1976. 

Elected to lead the denomination as 
first vice president was Fred 
Rhodes, a Washington lawyer and 
deputy administrator of the Veterans 
Administration 


Russell H. Dilday, Jr., pastor of 
Second-Ponce de Leon Baptist Church 
of Atlanta, Ga., and chairman of the 
resolutions committee, was elected 
second vice president. 

Bates won the presidency on the 
first baHot against four other nomi- 
nees who included Harold Abbott, a 
Shreveport, La., businessman, 
Charles Trentham, pastor of First 
Baptist Church, Knoxville; Lee 
Porter, pastor of First Baptist Church 
of Bellaire, Tex., and Gerald Martin, 


Thursday, June 11, 1970 


Convention 
In Denver 


The president said he had no plans 
to put pressure on any liberal college 


or seminary faculty member because . 


of his beliefs. 


At least a dozen fraternal messen- 
gers attended the convention but the 
group which provoked the most at- 
tention came uninvited. They were 15 
black youths representing the Afro- 
American Student Union at Metropoli- 
tan State College here. The conven- 
tion voted to give them 10 minutes to 
speak. 


The group’s spokesman, Jess 
Thomas, a 31-year-old senior, called 
-on the messengers to live up to the 
precepts of Jesus Christ. His claim 
that Southern Baptist churches had 
within its ranks members who have 
murdered and raped black people 
brought shouts of “‘No” and “Lie” 
from the audience. 


4 .: 
During the group’s opening prayer, 
most of the blacks held up clenched 
_fists, a black power symbol. 


_Graham drew the largest  at- 
tendance of the four days with his 
Plea for Southern Baptist action on 
such great~ problems as _ poverty, 
pornography, racism, pollution, drugs; 
and war. 


About 17,000 persons heard Graham 
close out the convention with a chal- 
lenge for Southern Baptists to serve 
as the vanguard of evangelical Chris- 
tianity in showing that Jesus Christ 
can make a difference. - 


Looking far into the future, the mes- 
sengers approved denominational 
themes for 1973-79 under the umbrella 
theme of “Sharing Christ.’’ By years 
they are ‘Sharing Christ Through His 
World, 1973-74; Through His Recon- 
ciling Love, 1974-75; By Proclaiming 
Liberty, 1975-76; In a Secular Society, 
1976-77; and Sharing Christ's Bold 
Mission, 1977-79."’ 


THIS YEAR'S SBC OFFICERS and their wives are 
pictured against the Convention theme backdrop. Left ; 
to right, Lee Porter, second vice-president; Mrs. Porter; 
W. A. Criswell, president; Mrs. Crisvell (standing be- 


Routh, treasurer; 


non, first vice-president; 


hind Dr. Criswell); Mrs. Harper Shannon; Harper Shan- 


Mrs. Porter Routh, Porter 
Clifton J. Allen, recording secretary; 


W. F. Kendall, registration secretary; and Mrs. Kendall. 


Speakers Affirm Belief in Bible 


(Continued From Page 1) 


liott's position, told the audience, that 
the Broadman Commentary interprets 
Genesis almost identically as Elliott 
did. Elliott ultimately accepted a po- 
sition as pastor of an Albany, N. Y. 
Baptist church affiliated with the 
American Baptist Convention. 

The most controversial part of the 
Broadman Bible Commentary con- 
tends that Abraham did not re- 
ceive instructions from God to ‘sacri- 
fice Isaac, his son. 

“A second trend which is just as 


disturbing,’’ Odle said, “is the tend- 
ency to allow questions of Bible crit- 
“es 


Graham: Dark Picture 


(Continued from page 1) 


cial war,”’ he said. 

Reminding that almost one out of 
every two black Americans are Bap- 
tists, Graham told the messengers the 
black American clergymen are crying 
out for fellowship. with Southem ‘Bup< 
tists and other white evangelical 
groups across the country. 

“The time may soon come when we 
should have-large joint meetings that 
would include not only the larger 
Baptist conventions of the country, 
but other evangelical groups that be- 
lieve and preach the gospel,’’ he add- 
ed 


Turning to the moral problem, 
Graham said moral standards have 
always brought rebellion. 

“But when has there ever been an 
age when people have said there are 
no moral standards? 

“The real moral crisis of our day 
is not pot or pornography; it is the 
widespread assumption that no moral 
Standard is really binding. 

“I am convinced that God’s judge- 
ment will fall on America unless we 
turn from our personal immorality 
and our social injustice.” : 

Recently obscenity trends in mov- 


Mississippians: Asian Crusade 
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spirit of God in the revivals. 

Many of the revivals will begin on 
the following Sunday, June 21, while 
others will begin on June 28. 


Mississippians who are to Partici- 
Pate in the revivals are as follows: 

Dr. David Grant, Broadmoor, Jack- 
son, will preach in two revivals in thé 
Philippines. 


Dr. and Mrs. Bob Simmons of 15th 
Avenue, Meridian, will be in the Phil- 
ippines. He will preach in two meet- 
ings, while she will Stay with her 
brother’s family, and expects to do 
some mission work in their church 
and area. 

Rev. Leon Young, Associational Su- 
perintendent of Missions, Meridian, 
will preach in the Philippines. 

Dr. John Traylor.and Mrs. Traylor 


. 


ies, literature and art have even 


shocked Dr. Benjamin Spock, civil 
libertarian, Graham contended. 
Turning to the war problem, 


Graham described the world as united 
by technology and divided by 


id ee 8 
RER ie ta have never gotten in- 


volved in a no-win land war in Asia,” 
Graham said. But he expressed con- 
fidence in President Nixon's promise 
to end it. . 

‘Graham said he felt the hope lies 
in the youth of today. 

“Personally, I am encouraged by 
the young generation. There is an 
idealism in them and an honesty and 
a real concern to change the world. 
If it were connected with the power of 
Jesus Christ, it would be successful. 

“There is the terrifying possibility 
that unless thé‘now’ generation had a 
deep moral and spiritual emphasis, 
they will end up at Armageddon 

Graham said a “‘terrifying’’ vacuum 
is developing among America’s youth 
similar to that in Germany in ‘the 
1920's and 1930's. Unless we Christ- 
ians fill this with a dynamic, revived, 
authoritative, spirit-filled Christianty, 
a new Hitler could arise and capture 
the minds and hearts of millions.” 


and their children, of First Churc h, 
Gulfport, will be 
Okinawa 

Rev. Justus Garrett of Immanuel} 
Church, Biloxi, and Mrs. Garrett will 
be in New Zealand 


Dr. Joe Odle, editor of the Baptist 
Record, will be in two revivals in the 
Philippines 

All of these Participants in the re- 
vivals plan to attend the World Al- 
liance in Tokyo after the revival meet- 
ings are over 

Those who are going request that 
Mississippians pray not only.on Sun 
day June 14 but every day during 
these crusades. All of these evangel- 
ists and the pastors and missionaries 
with whom they will work need the 
strength and power of God as they 
Seek to witness in these lands 


Mississippians In Denver 
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Mrs. Connie Brodie of Jackson sang 
4 solo. 


Serving on the Committee of Com- 
mittees were Dr. Charles Myers of 
Jackson and Dr. Brooks Wester of 
Hattiesburg. 

Owen Cédbper served on the Co m- 


Dr. J. Clark ley of Jackson 
was 4 member of the Tellers Co m- 
mittee. 


the program of pre - Convention meet- 


ings. 


Rev. Larry Rohrman, pastor of 
First Baptist Church in Jackson, 
spoke before the Pastors’ Conference 
“while Dr. Joe T. Odie, editor of the 
Baptist Record, was a speaker at the 
Affirming” Bible Conference 


dered a solo at the Southern Baptist 
Music Conference. 


Rev.. Joe Abrams of Clinton was 
named to a committee of three to 
write the history of the Southern Bap- 
tist Public Relations Association. 


icism to creep into curriculum mate- 
rials’ 


He added, “This has not happened 
very often, but many questions 
whether it should appear at all. No 
one will deny that Biblical criticism, 
carefully and wisely used has a prop- 
er place, but many would question 
whether that place is in quarterlies 
which will be used by the rank and 
file of Southern Baptists.” 


A third trend cited was ‘‘the indi- 
cation that the literature is moving 
away from the positive doctrinal 
stand which the Southern Baptist Con- 
vention has espoused during its en- 
tire history. 


“Have we become so weak doctri- 
nally,"’ he asked, ‘that we cannot 
even say this is what Baptists be- 
lieve about the Bible. . .sin, man and 
so forth.” 


Other trends cited included what 
Odle characterized as ‘‘an over-em- 
phasis on social action with the re- 
sultant danger of neglect of the cen- 
tral spiritual message"’ and ‘‘a tend- 
ency to so emphasize the intellectual 
approach instead of a Biblical one, 
\hat.the material all. too often fails 
to meet the spiritual needs of the 
people.’’ 


‘Could this have been the reason 
for the numerous protests, concern- 
ing sex-education material: recently 
included in some of the literature?”’ 
he asked. “‘Could it have been that 
the subject was presented more from 
a psychological point of view than 
from a Biblical one? 


“Of course there are some who 
will contend that these are inconse- 
quential or minor matters and that 
we should not be disturbed by them. 
I would remind those. . .that minor 
matters have a tendency to become 
major ones. . .-.” 


Odle stated that ‘‘great numbers of 
Southern Baptists would seriously 
question whether the convestion’s 
instructions were followed in publi- 
cation of some of the materials. . .” 

He suggested five principles of pol; 
icy which he said ‘‘are essential if the 
rumbling in the Southern Baptist Con- 


vention is to be stopped.”’ 
s 


1. Everything published by South- 
ern Baptists should be Biblical in its 


in a meting 139 ae or foundation. 
2. All publications should be thor- 


oughly Baptistic in their doctrinal po- 
sitions. 


3. The literature should be Christ- 
centered in emphasis 

4. The literature should be church 
centered’ in application. 

5. The literature must be conserva- 
tive in theology. ‘‘This, of course, is 
the crux of the literature problem,” 
he said. ‘‘This is where the disagree- 
ment centers. Most Southern Baptists 
hold a conservative view of the Bible 
and they want the literature to be 
conservative, too.’ 

Odle concluded that if ‘‘objection- 
able material’’ is not removed, 
churches will turn to other sources 
for Mterature and books and that 
more churches will pull way from the 
convention. 

He called the Sunday School Board's 
system of editing and checking cur- 
riculum materials ‘‘a good system,’’ 
but added that it ‘‘will be only as 
strong as the convictions of men who 
serve as editors.” 

In an interview later, Edwards, 
praised Odle for his ‘scholarly ap- 
proach.”” He said he believes the 
Southern Baptist Convention “is not 
shot through with liberalism. 

“It would be tragic for Southern 


Baptists to let independent publishers _ 


take advantage of our og ty neem 
ings. Basically we have the it lit- 
erature available anywhere. We ought 
to stay with our literature and try to 
clear up our misunderstandings. If 
we drop it, we don’t have the right 
to criticize it,’’ he said. 7 


Other speakers at the Affirming the 
Bible Conference included Jimmy R. 
Allen, a San Antonio, Tex., pastor and 
president of the Baptist General Con- 
vention of Texas; Ramsey Pollard of 
Memphis, Tenn.; and K. Owen White, 
of Tucson, Ariz., past presidents of 
the Southern Baptist Convention; Roy 
Fish, professor of evangelism™ at 
Southwestérn Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Fort Worth, Tex.; Tal Bon- 
ham a Pine Bluff, Ark., pastor and 
president of the Arkansas Baptist Con- 
vention; Charles Ashcraft, executive 
secretary of the Arkansas Baptist 
Convention; and H. D. McCarty, a 
pastor from Fayetteville, Ark. 

Allen, who dealt with the topic, 
“The Bible and Good Works,”’ told his 
listeners, that the ‘‘silent language of 
deeds’ often drown out the words of 
truth that they speak. 

In reference to the controversial 
Christian Life Commission seminar in 
Atlanta which included Anson Mount 
of Playboy magazine and Joseph 
Fletcher, exponent of situation ethics, 
oa the program, Allen said: 

“I’m proud to belong to a fellow- 
ship 6f Christians who have such con- 
fidence in ‘the ‘truth -and- power of 
God's word that we can openly take 
on all comers in a sinful world. We 


_can face the champions of Playboy’s 


immoralities and those who counsel 
compromise in every situation and 
prove they are empty and meaning- 
less.”’ 

Likening evangelism and _ social 
concern to the two, wings of an air- 
plane, Fish said, ‘“‘One without the 
other will nullify each other.’ He said 
Christians must witness their faith 
with word and deed, “although the 
primary purpose is to tell others of 
Christ's saving power.” 

Speaking of Christ's command to 
reach out to all people, Fish added, 
“it is virtually inexcusable if we as 
Christians are guilty of racial 
ostracism.”’ ‘ 

Ashcraft said the historical critical 
method of Bible study has its value 
but that there are areas where spirit- 
ual discernment under God’s leader- 
ship must be relied upon. 

“This generation has been crying 
put for dialogue,”’ he, said. ‘‘Now that 
a few sit down at a table we hear 
some screaming ‘polarizatior.* Since 
when is a Bible conference among Bi- 
ble believing people a threat of divi- 
sion among us?” 


About 100,000 physicians in the 
United States have given up cigar - 
ettes. In England, nearly every doc- 
tor who works with chest ailments has 
stopped smoking, says Dr. Lynne 
Reid, who is one of them. He says 
that cigarette tobacco “is by far 
the most effective and the quickest 
way to produce bronchitis in 
animals.” 


SYLV@ GREEN, of Dallas, Texas 
was pianist for the Convention. She 
is a -native of Crystal Springs, Miss. 


Bates Is New 
President 


(Continued from page 1) 


denomination. 

In a news, conference hours after 
his election. Baptes, pastor of First 
Baptist Church pf Charlotte, N. C., 
said there have been many poverty 
programs in the world but as far as 
he could tell, they wound up helping 
the rich instead of the poor. : 


“There may -be times when a man 
needs a bowl of soup before you tell 
him about Christ,’”’ he conceded. How- 
ever, he indicated the basic need of 
persons is spiritual. ae 


His position on race grew out of a 


“question about what he planned to, if 


anything, about the low percentage of 
Negroes employed in Southern Baptist 


agencies. ‘ 
_"I’m not acquainted with the 
ratio,” Bates said, ‘‘but I wouldn’t 


put employment on a racial basis. 
Just because a man is black is no 
reason to discriminate or to reat him 
in any other way than as a person.” 

Asked whether he was a moderate 
or a liberal, Bates asked for a defini= 
tion of the terms. ; 

“These terms have different mean- 
ings.-To me it’s what is in the bottle 


~ that counts, not the label.’”’ 


Bates said he had no plans as con-_ 
vention president to put pressure on. 
any liberal college or seminary facul- 
ty member. 

Asked his views about the Vietnam 
War, the new president said he didn't 
see the conflict as just President Nix- 
on's problem. At le three other 
presidents gave attention to it before, 
he said. | 

“Personally, I think President Nix- 
on must be one of the most courag- 
eous men in the world. He knew his 
decision (to go into Cambodia) would 
be unpopular. 

Asked to describe his Christian ex- 
perience, the gray-haired minister dis- 
closed it came as a bell hop in a New 
Orleans hotel where the manager had 
befriended hi with some food and a 
job. 

Bates said it was while reading a 
Gideon Bible that he was saved and 
surrendered to preach. 

Bates said he had gone to New Or- 
leans after graduating from a small 
Mississippi High School to seek his 
fortune when he met the hotel man- 
ager who cared. : 

Asked what his program as conven- 
tion president would be, Bates said 
he had no specific program, for he 
saw his job primarily as a presiding 
officer, and in appointing committees 
and other routine coavention respon- 
sibilities. i 

He added he had a personal hope 
that during the next year, Southern 
Baptists would tone down the atten- 
tion given to extreme positions within 
the denomination. He added that he 
felt the bulk of Southern Baptist peo- 
ple, are still traditionally where South- 
ern Baptists have always been. 

Asked if he would advocate South- 
ern Baptist participation in the Na- 
tional Council of Churches, or ob- 
Server - status in the Consultation of 
Church Union, Bates said he could 
not commit the convention on this. He 
added that Baptists are “‘hearing bet- 
ter than in the past, but whether we 
are more ready to act is uncertain.” 

Bates refused to comment on the 
Broadman Bible Commentary, which 
earlier statements by his predeces- 
sor, W. A. Criswell of Daltas, concern- 
ing the infallibility of the Scriptures. 

Bates said he believed the Scrip- 
tures were inspired, but did not Say 
how; asking a reporter what he 
meant by the words “verbal inspira- 
tion."’ 

Asked if he felt a Baptist college 
professor who had some reservations 
about the convention's Statement of 
Faith should be asked to resign, 
Bates said this was a matter that 
should be lep up to the man's local 
curch and to the trustees of his col- 
lege. 

Asked’ to comment on the work of 
the Christian Life Commission, the 
SBC's social action agency, Bates said 
he felt the commission was seeking to 
carry out the convention's assign- 
ments to deal with social and moral 
issues when it conducted a seminar in 
Atlanta last April and invited several, 
controversial speakers, 

Bates told the 50 or more report- 
ers and editors attending the new con- 
ference that the 2,800-member First 
Baptist Church of Charlotte where he 
is pastor had no black members, al- 
though several did attend. 

“My personal viewpoint is that it 
should ‘not be a matter of race, but 
that a human being should be accept- 
ed as a man regardless of whether 
he is black, grown, red, or what- 
ever. A man is a man, and he should 
be accepted as such.: The Christian 
faith has respect for man no matter 


‘what the color of his skin."’ 


Oldest. Dutch Church 
Marks 125th Year 


The Baptist Church of Stadskanaal, 
in northeastern Holland, is observing 
its 125th year with special services. 


It is the oldgst Baptist church in the 


In 1845, Julius Kobner baptized 
seven converts in a canal'a few kilo- 
meters from the present church loca- 
tion. They became the ‘nucleus of the 
first Baptist church in the Nether- 
lands. 
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President's Message 


Criswell Urges SBC:,Hold 


Fast Doctrine, Missions | 


DENVER (BP) — W. A. Criswell, . Ought to preach it,’’ he thundered. 


president of the Southern Baptist 
Convention, called on fellow messen- 
gers to the SBC’s 125th anniversary 
session here to hold fast to the com- 
mon bonds of mission commitment, 
doctrinal conviction, and cooperative 
effort. 

The address by Criswell, who com- 
pleted his second one - year term as 
head. of the 11.4 million - member 
Protestant denomination, highlighted 
the opening session of four days of 
scheduled meetings. 

In laying the. groundwork for his ad- 
dress on unity Criswell reminded the 
messengers their denomination in 
America ‘‘was born in a great neces- 
sity, a great program, a great doc- 
trinal conviction, a great cooperative 
movement. 

“As we have forsaken our little- 
ness, selfishness, and divisiveness and 
have assumed the nobler commit- 
ment of prayer, intercession, mis- 
sions, and evangelism, we have been 
blessed of God as-few other people 
in the carth.” 

Stressing the value-of mission com- 
mitment, Criswell told Southern Bap- 
tists ‘‘if ever we lose that missionary _ 
passion we shall dissolve like a rope 
of sand."’ He explained it this way: 

“Our world-wide mission program 
holds us together like cables- of steel. 
We may differ over many things, but 
we are one is; namely, the desire 
to see men brought to Christ through- 
out the nations of the globe.” 


In support of a continuing deep doc-. 


trinal conviction, Criswell reminded 
the messengers ‘“‘we have never been 
slow or tardy or reluctant to write 
out, to speak out, and to publish 
abroad those doctrinal beliefs. 

“It is unthinkable that we would 
belong to a group which refuses to 
say what we believe. 

“It is those doctrines that give us 
strength and godly courage -in a god- 
less world. Otherwise, we are. . like 
the’ well - used cliche, ,‘if you do not 
stand for something, yoi will fall for 
anything.’ "* 

Criswell called on Southern Baptists 
to believe, accept and serve God in 
God’s way rather than their own. 

‘‘We must not seek to alter our theo- 
logy to conform to the passing philo- 
sophical fancies and fashions of the 
day. It is folly to bend theology to fit 
man wnen the Bible teaches men 
must be altered to conform to the 
theology of God. 

“Are we to change ‘with the: -chang:~ 
ing times?”’ he asked. “Only in our 
methods, our approaches and our 
nomenclature,” he answered. ‘Our 
great doctrines and principles never 
change.”’ 

Bearing down hard on the hier 
tance of doctrinal conviction, Criswell 
told the messengers they must main- 
tain their doctrines and principles or 
lose their unity and message. 

The denominational leader urged 
Southern Baptists to pay greater at- 
tention to the Southern Baptist Con- 
vention Articles of Faith prepared in 
1925 and 1963. 

“In these tremendous confessions 
our compeers were not placing our 
churches in theological strait jackets. 
There is room and to spare in their 
doctrinal declarations for variety and 
difference of opinion. But always our 
life of discussions and expressions 
should be in that Bible - revealed 
framework of the truth of God. 

“Our institutions ought to reflect 


those great doctrinal commitments. 


Our literature ought to teach it. Our 
preachers and denominational leaders 


“When we cease to believe in 
Christ, we are no longer Christians. 
When aye cease to believe in thé Bap- 
tist doctrines, we are no longer Bap- 
tists. We have become something 
else.”’ 


Tuewing to the need for continued co- 
operative effort, Criswell recounted 
that Southern Baptists became a via- 
ble, vibrant body through the will- 
ingness of churches to share together 
in a common program of missions, 
evangelism, and education. 

“This is still our only possible ave- 
nue of facing the needs and the tides 
of evil of our teeming, troubled world. 
We must do it together.” 


Nixon Names 
Emissary 
To Vatican 


WASHINGTON, D. C. (RNS)—Pres- 
ident Nixon has named Henry Cabot 
Lodge, former United States chief 
negotiator at the Paris Vietnam peace 
talks, to be his personal emissary to 
the Vatican. 

White House sources stressed that 
Mr. Lodge would not carry any title 
in his new position. 

Mr. Lodge will have no diplomatic 
rank in his new post nor will he re- 
side in Rome.-instead, he will serve 
as a liaison between the Vatican and 
the Nixon Administration, making sev- 
eral trips a year between Washing- 
ton and Rome. 

The 67-year-old Lodge is the first 
official since 1949 to have a specific 
responsibility of representing the U.S. 
President at Vatican City. 

Myron C. Taylor, for nearly a dec- 
ade, served as “personal Representa- 
tive of the President of the United 
States to Pope Pius XII with the 
rank of ambassador.” He had been 
appointed by President Franklin D. 
"Roosevelt in the early years of World 
War II. 

In 1951, President Truman sought 
to name Gen. Mark W. Clark to be 
“ambassador to the State of Vatican 
City."” The nomination was sent from 
the White House, a day or so before 


the Senate was to adjourn. The mat- 


ter was,.dropped in, the face of strong 
opposition, particularly from Protes- 
tant leaders. 

Since his resignation last Fall as 
U.S. negotiator at the Paris talks, Mr. 
Lodge has been working as a foreign 
policy consultant to the Nixon Admin- 
istration on an occasional basis. He 
makes his home in Beverly, Mass., 
and makes frequent visits to the 
nation’s capital. 

Speculation that formal diplomatic 
relations might be established 
between the Vatican and the U‘S. 
arose when President Nixon. visited 
Europe in the early part of 1969 and 
called on Pope Paul VI. 

Since that time, the Administration 
has remained in touch with the Holy 
See through a stream of steady vis- 
itors, including White House staff aide 
Peter Flanigan and several .Cabinet 
members. 

Mr. Lodge, who is a member of the 
Episcopal Church, has visited Pope 
Paul at least three times in recent 
years. On each visit he had been dele- 
gated to discuss the war in Vietnam 
with the pontiff. 


THE SOUTEERN BAPTIST CONVENTION, meeting for 
its 125th anniversary sessions at Denver's vast Conven- 
tion Center, held its sessions in facilities that contrasted 
greatly with the meeting.place for the first convention 
in Augysta, Ga., ‘in 1845. The 1971 Convention met at 
the Currigan Exhibition Hall of the Denver Loavention 


Center — a vast meeting place longer than two football 
fields. The 1845 convention met 125 years earlier at the 
First Baptist Church, Augusta, Ga., with 293 delegates 
registered; compared to more than 12,000 expected for 
the 1970 convention. -— (Line Drawing By Erwin Hearn, to agree, however, that the first goal 


courtesy SBC. Historical Commission) 


Convention Votes For Recall, 
Rewriting Of Commentary | 


DENVER, June 3 — Messengers to 
the Southern Baptist Convention in a 
sizable standing vote asked the Bap- 
tist Sunday School Board Wednesday 
to call back Volume I of the Broad- 
man Bible Commentary and rewrite 
it, ‘‘with due consideration of the con- 
servative viewpoint.” 


The messengers later voted by bal- 
lot on the motion and the results 
weren't revealed momentarily. 

The volume, dealing with Genesis 
and Exodus drew fire for interpreting 
such passages as God’s command 
that Abraham sacrifice Isaac and the 
great flood. 


The motion was offered by Gwin 
Turner of Los Angeles, Calif. 


One other motion offered< Tuesday 
also called for killing the commen- 
tary, and several motions dealt in gen- 
eral with the doctrinal stance of the 
denomination and its leaders. Me s- 
sengers haven't discussed them yet. 

During extended debate five mes- 
sengers blasted the commentary and 
three defended it. 

Turner urged recall of the co m- 
mentary ‘‘in the interest of unity.” 

“It is one thing to interprét the Bi- 
ble,’’ Turner said. “It is something 
else to directly contradict the Bible.” 

He claimed that the commentary 
“espouses the idea that the Bible is a 
patchwork of conflicting ideas, by dif- 
ferent authors.”” Turner referred spe- 
cifically to the interpretation that God 


Christian Life Commission Criticized, 


Debated, Forgiven, Admonished 


DENVER, June 3 — In a session 
punctuated by debate over Robert's 
Rules of Order, messengers \to the 
Southern Baptist Convention Wednes- 
day tabled by standing vote two reso- 
tutions which would have either abc! 
ished the denomination’s social action 
agency or fired its staff. 

The chair ruled standing votes to 
table two other resolutions against the 
Christian Life Commission indecisive 
and called for a ballot. 

One of the two resolutions called for 
the convention to ‘take note of the 
fact that a great number of our chur- 
ches have been sincerely offended by 
the Christian Life Commission's At- 
lanta conference and that as a matter 
of Christian conscience, this offense 
be considered by our Christian Life 
Commission.”’ 

The other resolution submitted to 
paper ballot requested the social ac- 
tion agency to explain motives for the 
controversial seminar, what was ex- 
pected to be accomplished by it and 
would they ‘do it again.” 

The controversial seminar pitted 

~ SUCH persons 4S ANS6h Mount of Play- 
boy magaziné and Joseph Fletcher, 
situation ethicist, against two Baptist 
seminary professors in a debate. 
Also on that program was Georgia 
Negro legislator Julian Bond. 
Ramsey Pollard, pastor of Bellevue 


Baptist Church, Memphis, and former 
convention president, read a state - 
ment signed by himself and three 
other past presidents of the conven- 
tion which called for tabling all of the 
motions about the social action agen- 
cy. 

However, President W. A. Criswell 
ruled that they had to be voted on 
separately. 

‘In his preliminary remarks before 
the votes to table, Pollard said, “It 
is our sincere judgment that the is- 
sues concerning the Christian Life 
Seminar held in Atlanta have been 
fully exposed and that nothing of real 
value can be contributed by additional 
discussion. 

“Your convictions have been heard 
and they have been registered,” he 
continued. “There are good, intel- 
ligent. and loyal Baptists who disagree 


. on the judgement used in arranging 


the program.” 

Few would question the motive of 
those responsible for such a program,”’ 
‘Pollard said. ‘“‘However, we are well 
aware of the fact that many South- 
ern Baptists strongly resent the pre- 
sence of certain personalities on the 


agenda of the seminar. We also ag-. 


ree that many have no objection to the 
presence of _ these men on the pro- 
gram,” he added. 


The former president's statement 


further urged that SBC boards and 
agencies be “exceedingly careful’ 
in arranging future programs in or- 
der to preserve convention harmony. 

Pollard urged that “any mistake in 
judgment (by the agency), if any, be 
forgiven and that we move forward in 
seeking to help solve the acute prob- 
lems we face in every area of life.’ 

The statement assured Dr. Foy Val- 
entine, commission executive secre - 
tary, “of our concern and prayer as 
they seek to lead us in a most diffi- 
cult phase of our denominational life.” 

Other signers were Herschel H. 
Hobbs, pastor of First Baptist Chur- 
ch, Oklahoma City; J. D. Grey, 
pastor of First Baptist Church, New 
Orleans; and Franklin Paschall, pas- 
tor of First Baptist Church, Nashville, 
Tenn. 

Another resolution which had asked 
the commission or another approp- 
riate SBC agency to prepare a period- 
ic list of voting records of all mem- 
bers of congress on moral issues for 
pastors was passed, with two changes 
by common consent. 

The task was assigned to the Bap- 
tist Joint Committee on Public ~Af- 
fairs and it was stipulated that the 
results of such tabulations be publish- 
ed through convention channels, rath- 


. er than mailed individually to each 


pastor. 


did not command Abraham to sacri- 
fice Isaac, as found in Genesis. 


James L. Sullivan, executive secre- 
tary of the Baptist Sunday School 
Board, which published the com- 
mentary, responded by citing pub - 
lishing policies approved by the con- 
vention and by the elected BSSB 
board. He said that no book produced 
by Broadman Press is to. be consider-. 
ed the official position of the conven- 
tion. 


Sullivan also stated that no mission 
money goes into manufacture, sale or 
distribution of books. 


He then: explained that the board 
produces books for various segments 
of the convention. 

‘Every publication is aimed toward 
a certain segment of people,’’ he said. 

Referring to the publication of books 
by W. A. Criswell espousing _ strict 
literal interpretation of the Bible, 
Sullivan added: ‘“‘We did not yield to 
pressure to withdraw these books and 
we defend the principle in this case.” 


Sullivan also d¥ured messengers - 


that when all twelve volumes of the 
commentary are published the first 
volume would be seen in better per- 
spective. 

Clifton J. Allen, retired BSSB edi- 
torial secretary, defended the volume 
as “a work of responsible biblical 
scholarship."’ 

“Contributors are men of reverent 
Christian faith and dedication to the 
word of God.” 

Allen insisted that nothing in the 
commentary reflects in a derogatory 
manner on the inspiration of the Scrip- 
tures. He reminded messengers that 
each person is competent before God 
to think for himself and to the study 
the Bible for himself. 

“‘Let us pass on to the next genera- 
tion a heritage of the open mind and 
open Bible, to understand and inter- 
pret it under the leadership of the 
Holy Spirit,’ Allen said. The state - 
ment was greeted with complete s il- 
ence, a contrast from applause and 
shouts which followed statements by 
others. 

Glennon Culwell, Santa Cruz, Calif, 
who had earlier introduced a motion 
that Sunday School Board writers be 
required to affirm belief in the in- 
fallibility and inspiration of the Bible, 
read passages of the Genesis com- 
mentary which he said questioned the 
truth of the Bible. 

Culwell told messengers that the 
commentary uses such words as my- 
th, fantasy, and tradition, indicating 
to him that the volume does not sup- 
Port infallibility. 

H. H. Hobbs, of Oklahoma City, 
former president of the convention, 
reminded messengers that when the 
1963 statement of faith was adopted 


“We are in no position to take such 
on this or any other book, 


When messengers began to shout 
that Hobbs was speaking beyond the 
three - minute limit for statements, 
he stated, ‘You can holler me down 
but you cannot holler down the truth. 
I’m not afraid to let the truth stand 
and I hope you're not.”’ 


After a motion to cut off debate 
was adopted, Criswell declared the 


mation nessed? He was challenged by: . 


sémeé' messengers ‘who called for a bai- 
lot. His decision to take a ballot 
brought point of order criticisms 
from disgruntled messengers who 
said their call for a ballot in ear- 
lier discussions had been ignored. 
Spokesmen for the Sunday School 
Board said 20,000 copies of volume 1 
have been printed and 10,000. have 
been sold. 


DENVER, June 3 — Members of the 
Baptist Sunday School Board will take 
up the action of the Southern Baptist 
Convention messengers to withdraw 
Volume 1 of the Broadman Bible 
Commentary at a board meeting Au- 
gust 12-13, James Sullivan, executive 
secretary of the agency, said Wednes- 
day. 


“‘We shall work as faithfully as we 
are able to carry out this action just 
as we seek to do with all actions of 
the Southern Baptist Convention,”’ he 
explained. 

The action requesting withdrawal 
and rewriting of the book has many 
financial and procedural complexities, 
Sullivan said. 

“The matter will be handled by the 
elected Sunday School Board mem- 
bers, who will give general guidelines 
concerning the procedure for comply- 
ing with the convention's requests."’ 

In a sizable standing vote, the mes- 
sengers called for the withdrawal and 
rewriting of the volume on grounds it 
was out of harmony with the beliefs of 
the vast majority of Southern Baptist 
pastors and people. They asked for a 
rewriting with due consideration of 
the conservative viewpoint. 

Results of a secret ballot on the 
same matter were: 7564 voting; 5304 
for, 2170 against. 


Sullivan released the following 
statement later: 
“The Southern Baptist Convention 


has delegated to its various agencies 
certain assigned program responsibil- 
ites. The agencies are accountable’ to 
the convention through convention- 
elected trustees and agency adminis- 
tration. 

“The Broadman Bible Commentary 
is being published by the Sunday 
School Board under its convention-as- 
signed program. of Broadman B ook 
publishing. 

“The action of the convention re- 
questing withdrawl and rewriting of 
Volume I of the Broadman Bible 
Commentary has many complexities, 
both financial and procedural. The 
matter will be handled by the elected 
Sunday School Board members, who 
will give general guidelines concern- 
ing the procedure for complying with 
the convention's request. The Board 
meets August 12-13. 

“We shall work as faithfully as we 
are able to carry out this action just 
as we seek to do with all actions ot 
the Southern Baptist Convention.” 


_ maintain their reliance on the -Bible 


Pastors Hear 
20. Addresses —— 
In Two Days 


By Robert O’Brien 


DENVER (BP)—Almost, 5,000 pas- 
tors from throughout the Southern 
Baptist Convention heard 20 addresses 
in support of a theme, ‘Minister: ber 
Christ-Mafi for the 70's,” during the 
two - day Southern: Baptist Pastors’ 
Conference, and then selected a Texas 
minister as their. next president. 


Landrum P. Leavell II, pastor of 
First Baptist Church, Wichita Falls, 
succeeded Don C. Berry of Houston 
as president of the 25,000-member 
group. Previously he had served as 
vice president. 


James Pleitz, pastor of First Bap- 
tist Church, Pensacola, Fla., - and 
former chairman of the SBC Exetu- 
tive Committee, was elected vice 
president, and Charles A. Jolly, pas- 
tor of Madison (N. J.) — Church, 
secretary. 


The two - day, three - session meet- 
ing sought to equip pastors to face a 
wide range of ministries for the 1970s. 

Speakers urged their listeners to 


-as-the book which has answers for 
the problems of the future but to seek 
to broaden and improve the ways the 
Christian gospel may be applied to - 
human need — both spiritual and phy- 
sical. 


Some speakers spoke in a heavily 
evangelistic fashion while others 
urged balanced application of evan- 
gelism and social concern. All seemed 


the ae is to win converts to 


Recognizing that a pastor’s role puts 
him into a unique and often difficult 
relationship in modern society; speak- 
ers also dealt with the pastor as a 
man, a man related to Christ asa 
leader of others. 


Pastors were urged to evaluate their 


own inner being especially as it re- 
lates to their Christian influence. 


Among the speakers was Rev. Lar- 
ry Rohrman, pastor of First Baptist 
Church, Jackson, who spoke on the 
subject ‘‘Our Fellowship with Christ.” 
This was part of the theme for the 
Monday morning session ‘“‘The Min- 
ister as a man of Christ.” 


> than 7,400 
p session 

of the Southern Baptist Pastors’ Con- 
ference got a liberal dose of inspira- 
tion and fiery preaching. Hi 


Two- young evangelists, — 
Cleveland Brown football star | 
Glass of Waco, Tex., and James 
son of Hurst, Tex., provided most 
of the pulpit pyrotechnics before a 
crowd of Baptist pastors and laymen 
from across the Southern Baptist Con- 
vention. 


Singer Pat Boone and his wife, Shir- 
ley, made unscheduled appearances 
on the program and gave their Chris- 
tian testimonies. Boone also discussed 
his forthcoming motion picture, 
“The Cross and the Switchblade,’ in 
which he plays the role of David Wilk- 
erson, a young pentocostal preacher 
who began a highly successful min- 
istry to teenage drug addicts in the ’ 
ghettos of New York City. 

Other speakers were Mrs. R. L. 
Mathis of Waco, Tex., president of 
Woman's Missionary Union, and 
Glenn Braswell of Denver, executive 
secretary of the Colorado Baptist 
General Convention. 

Two other scheduled _ speakers, 
Southern Baptist Convention Presi- 
dent W. A. Criswell of Dallas and Ne- 
gro Baptist Preacher Bill Lawson 
of Houston, did not deliver addresses 
as scheduled in the opening session. 

Criswell elected to close after Robi- 
son’s sermon with an invitation for 
pastors and laymen to come forward 
and kneel in rededication of their 
lives. Lawson's plane flight was 
overbooked and he was delayed a day 
in leaving Houston. 

Robison spent much of his time ex- 
horting preachers to fulfill their re- 
sponsibilities as fervent Christian wit- 
nesses and as good parents. 

“Preachers,”’ he said, “‘don’t be too 
busy saving everyone else’s kids while 
your own kids are on the road to 
hell.” 

Jabbing at church programs which 
are more concerned with schedules 
than spiritual impact, Robison said, 
“Some people's churches wouldn't be 
interrupted by the Second Coming of 
Christ." 

Glass told his listeners to forget 
about being ‘‘moral policemen” and 
concentrate on the positive aspects 
“of being a Christian witness.’’ tes 

He also cautioned against ‘“‘falling 
in a ditch of social action without 
evangelism or in a ditch of evangel- | 
ism without concern for others.’’ 

During the session, an elderly man 
identified by police as Kenneth Good- 
man of Clayton, Tex., collapsed and 
died while attending the Pastors’ Con- P 
oa 
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ference. , ee 
A Denver Fire geste ee pat 
was summoned Qoor 


slumped to his seat, an bi ga bl 
attack victim. They were un 
revive him. ” 


Largest Circulation of Any Newspaper 
___._ JOE T. ODLE, Editor 


(Continued From Page 1) 


on all of the actions taken. that 
the messengers returned to their 
homes and churches, determined 
more than ever to help Southern 
Baptists continue their 
wide and world-wide programs. 


Conservative Leadership 
The convention had strong con- 
servative leadership in Dr. W. A. 


i Criswell, and chose another con- 


servative, former Mississippian, 
Dr. Carl Bates, to lead the con- 
vention for the coming year. 
While Dr. Bates probably cannot 
be classified as holding the same 
positions as Dr. Criswell, we are 
convinced that he will continue to 
lead in the conservative direc - 
tion the convention has chosen. 


While conservatism prevailed 
throughout the meeting, the mes- 
sengers refused to take the ex- 
treme actions that some messen- 

~ gers probably wanted. Even 
though it was hinted by some, 
. we did not-see the slightest evi- 
dence of organized planning to 
take over the convention. -The 
actions which were taken seem- 
: : ed to be more of a grass - roots 
response. 


Much credit must be given 


to Dr. W. A. Criswell, for the man- 
ner in which he presided over the 
convention sessions. His complete 
dedication to the Lord, wonderful 
Christian spirit, love for the de- 
nomination, and fairness in pre- 
siding, got the convention safely 
through some rough spots of 
sharp disagreement. 


There were times when decis- 
ions were difficult to make, but 
except for two or three occas< 

; ions, the messengers were gen- 
erally well pleased with the way 
the debate and discussions were 

ied. The messengers gave 
* Dr. Criswell a standing ova- 
tion, after hearing read a state- 

; ment of appreciation of his work, 

- resented by Dr. C. R. Daly of 

t entucky. 


The other officers shared in the 
wise leadership which was given, 
although one or two parliament - 
ary decisions were questioned. 
Perhaps most of us would not 
hentidinns nearly aswell under 

the pressures of the debate. Deep 
' appreciation is due to all of these 
men. 


The two decisions which will be 
discussed the most, and have the 
largest impact on the denomina- 
tion, were the request for the re- 
call and rewriting of Volume I 
of Broadman Commentary, and 
the tabling of the motions rela- 
tive to the Christian Life Com- 
mission. : ; 


Commentary 

The action concerning the com- 
mentary will long be discussed 
both inside and outside the de- 
nomination. It revealed the dif- 
ferences of theological thinking 
existing in the denomination, but 
showed clearly that the majority 
of ‘ Southern Baptists as rep- 
resented by’ the messengers at 
' Denver, want no part of theolo- 
gical liberalism, and do not want 
convention produced literature to 

bear its stamp. 

The commentary, which p re- 
sents what probably would best 
be characterized as a ‘‘Neo-orth- 
odox”’ interpretation of the Bible. 
teaches that while God has re- 
vealed Himself in the Bible, the 
Scriptures themselves are not in- 
fallible or without error. While 
this position apparently is h eld 
by a large segment of ‘Southern 
Baptists, including many theolo- 
gians, many younger pastors and 
some older ones, it clearly is not 
the position of the majority. The 
vote favoring the withdrawal and 
revision was approximately t w o 
and one-h 9 one. (5,394 for and 
2170 against). This was surpris- 
ing, even to some who disapprov- 
ed of the theological position set 
forth in the commentary. Many 
believed that the convention 
would express disapproval but 

; did not expect a vote of recall. 
t. A Wise Action 
We feel, however, that the ac- 
tion will prove to be a wise one 
for the convention. It should be 
, an end to the debate on whether 
the agencies should try to move 
in a more liberal direction, while 
the moalority of the convention re- 

conservative. This action 
announces to the world that 
Southern Baptists are going to 
remain in the conservative path. 
It also says clearly to all agen- 
gies, ‘Keep materials and prog- 
rams conservative.”’ The conven- 
say ‘action also has refuted 


ST statin nities nokta ied 


nation- | 


Southern Baptists In Denver 


carrying out the commission of 
Christ, in our great program of 
evangelism, missions, Christian 
education and other Christian 
witness. 

Christian Life Commission 

While the actions concerning 
the Christian Life Commission 
did not please everybody, it ap- 
pears that the convention made 
its disapproval of the commis - 
sion’s actions very clear, then 
expressed forgiveness, and offer- 
ed prayerful support as the com- 
mission goes on with the respon- 
sibilities the convention has as - 
signed to it. 

Motions were made to dissolve 


- the commission, for the staff to 


resign, calling attention to the of- 
fense caused to churches by the 
controversial conference, and 
asking the commission to explain 
just what was accomplished by 
the meeting. All of these were 
tabled after the seeding of 
a statement signed by former pre- 
er the convention and pre; 
sented by Dr. Ramsey Pollard o 
Memphis. This statement called 
attention to the manner in which 
the commission had offended 
many of the churches, although 
the meeting was approved by oth- 
ers; recognized that holding thg 
conference may have been an er- 
ror; expressed belief that the 
commission had been properly 
reprimanded; and asked forgive- 
ness for the commission, 
and prayerful support as it con- 
tinued the work assigned to it by 
the convention. 


It is our opinion that the com- 
mission ‘‘got the message”’ and 
that it will not,hold any more such 
controversial conferences. If it 
should decide to do so, it well 
can expect more drastic action 
by the convention in the future. 

Other Actions 

The convention refused to add 
anything to its statement of faith 
concerning the Bible, a state- 
ment which now says, ‘‘We be- 
lieve that the Holy Bible was 
written by men divinely inspired 
and is a perfect treasure of hea- 
venly instruction; that it has God 
for its author, salvation for its 
end, and truth, without any mix- 
ture of error for its . matter; 


that it- reveals < 

which God will jadgé us: an 

therefore is, and will remain 
to the end of the world, the true 
center of Christian union, and 
the supreme standard by which 
all human conduct, creeds and re- 
ligious opinions should be tried.” 
Evidently the messengers felt 
that this statement speaks clear- 
ly of the inspiration, infallibility 
and authority of the Scriptures 
and that nothing needs to be add- 
ed 


The messengers were told that 
motions— that~évery em - 
ployee and writer must sign con- 
fessions of faith each year were 
out of order because unconstitu- 
tional. Most, if not all, of the agen- 
cies and institutions do have 
statements of faith, and at least 
some of them, including the sem- 
inaries, require that they be sign- 
ed when a person joins the facul- 
ty or statt, / 

ummary 

In sumfinary, we feel that the 
convention has cleared the air 
and has set the di?ection in which 
it is going, the path of Biblical 
conservatism. Now is the time 
for every Baptist to join heart 
and hand in support of the agen- 
cies as they carry out their work 
in the light of the directives, of 
conservatism given by this and 
earlier conventions. 

Never has the world needed a 
clearer, stronger Biblical wit - 
ness. Baptists can give that, and 
they must give it, without a ny 
uncertain sound. Southern Bap - 
tists have expressed their desire 
that every agency give its wit- 
ness on the basis that the Bible 
in God’s Word. 

The issue should be settled. The 
majority has spoken. Now is the 
time to stop the debate, and move 
forward together in a mighty, 
Christ honoring, Bible believing 
Witness. This was the a peal of 
former convention president Dr. 
H. H. Hobbs, as he spoke to the 
convention on Wednesday morn- 
ing. It also was the central truth 
in the president's message on 
Monday night, and in the final 
challénge by Dr. Billy Graham 
on Thursday. 

From Denver we seem to hear 
the cry, “The world’s greatest 
rag is Jesus Christ as revealed 
in the Bible, God’s Word. We as 
Southern Baptists believe that 
‘Word, and we want our agen- 
cies, our institutions, and our pro- 
grams to — the message of 
that Word to the world of lost 
men.” This is a program upon 
which every Southern Baptists 
can unite, and move forward for 
our Lord. 

I believe that we are going to 
do just that! 
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_Resolutions Reveal — 
Opinions At Denver 


(Continued from page 1) 


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that 
the officers of our convention join in 
asking President Nixon to set aside 
July 18 and 19, 1970, as special days 
of prayer for a spiritual awakening in 
our nation, and 


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that 
the officers of our convention ask the 
Baptist World Alliance which will be 
meeting in Tokyo, Japan, July 12-19, 
1970, to set aside a prayer time on 
July 18 for worldwide revival while 
calling attention to the special days 
saved and unchanged, and ’ 


BE IT @URTHER RESOLVED that 
we ask our churches to observe a 
twenty - four hour prayer period be- 
ginning at 12 midnight (Eastern 
Daylight Time) July 18 and closing at 
12 midnight (Eastern Daylight Time) 
on July 19 at which time the churches 
will be encouraged to be open for 
prayer in the interest of revival in our 


nation. 
~ . ne 12605, Annives 


sary year of the Southern Baptist 
Convention we stand at a significant 
milestone in our pilgrimage of follow- 
ing the leadership of our Lord, and 


WHEREAS, there is an unprece- 
dented need for a distinctively Chris- 
tian witness and ministry in our troub- 
led nation and world, and 


WHEREAS, God has given South- 
ern Baptists a unique oppo ty to 
function as Christ’s servants in every 
State of our nation and in an ever 
expanding number of foreign nations, 
and : 


WHEREAS, we are aware of cer- 
tain tensions and misunderstandings 
among uS, due in part of honest dif- 


- ferences of opinion with regard to the 


interpretation of certain points of be- 
lief enunciated in ‘‘The Baptist Faith 
and Message,” and due in part to 
sincere differences of opinion concern- 
ing certain aspects of the programs 
of some of our Convention’s agencies 
and institutions, and 


WHEREAS, throughout our history 
we have been united in sharing a 
broad body of basic Christian convic- 
tions, and in a common commitment 
to carrying out the missionary imper- 
ative of the Great Commission, be it 
therefore 


RESOLVED, that we the messeng- 
ers’ to the 125th Anniversary Se s- 
sion of the Southern Baptist Conven- 
tion, meeting in Denver, Colorado, 
June 1-4, 1970, hereby rededicate our- 
selves to the high calling of taking the 
good news of new life in Jesus Christ 
to every person, and that we call upon 
churches to join us in that rededica- 
tion. 


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that 
in this historic meeting we reaffirm 
“The Baptist Faith and Message,” as 
adopted in Kansas City in 1963, as 
the common statement of the faith 
that unites us, recognizing that is ac- 
cords each Baptist appropriate lati - 
tude to develop his own understand- 
ing of it in the light of God's Word 
and the leadership of the Holy Spirit, 
and that Wé‘urge our institutions and 
agencies to carry out their assigned 
ministries in a manner fully 
consistent with our historic beliefs, 
and that we urge our churches to be 
diligent in teaching our Baptist people 
the biblical basis for our statement 
of faith. 


BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that 
wé both express our confidence in our 
Convention's agencies, institutions 
and leaders and at the same time call 
upon them to devote their best ener. * 
gies and full resources to helping our 
churches fulfill their mission of reach- 
ing our sin - ridden, tormented world 
with the saving power of the gospel. 
Public and Private Education 


WHEREAS, subtle pressure erod - 
ing the freedom of religious consci- 
ence has dramatically increased with 
campaigns for tax money for paro- 
chial elementary and secondary scho- 
ols in more than forty states as well 
as on a federal level, and 


WHEREAS, the President of the 
United States has appointed a panel 
on financial problems of private chur- 
ch - related elementary and second- 
ary schools largely composed of per- 
sons committed to such school, and 
without a balancing representation of 
persons committed unalterably to 
keeping public money in public chan- 
nels, and 


WHEREAS, the American public 
schools system has had the historic 
support of Southern Baptists, and 

WHEREAS, some private church-re- 
lated schools are being formed simply 
as a strategy to avoid racial integra- 
tion, and 


WHEREAS, a number of congrega- 
tions are in the process of debating 
the wisdom of forming church-spon- 
sored elementary and secondary scho- 
ols or of allowing. their facilities 
to be used for such purposes by pri- 
vate groups, 


BE IT RESOLVED, that the South- 
ern Baptist Convention: 


Vigorously oppose every effort to 
open channels for tax money to sup- 
port private church - related elemen- 
tary and secondary schools, and 


CALL on the President of the Unit- 
ed States to appoint persons on his 
Commission on Private 
ce who are committed to the consti- 
tuional guarantee of separation of 
church and state as a balancing fac- 
tor in this strategic study, and ~ 


Caution congregations allowing or 
considering the allowing of private 
groups to use their facilities for ele- 
mentary & secondary schools of the 
grave danger of. losing their tax ex- 
emption facilties for religious worship 
and caution congregations using or 
considering the use of their facilities 
for private elementary & secondary 
schools of the possibility of contribut- 
ing to a rising pressure to break 
down Baptist’s historic opposition to 
tax funds for any means of support 
for parochial elementary and secon- 
dary schools and 


BE IT ALSO RESOLVED, that the 
Baptist Joint Committee on Public 
Affairs be instructed to make every 
possible effort to communicate the op- 
position of Baptists to tax monéy for 
whatsoever to every appropriate pub- 
lic official. 


On Drugs and Alcohol 

WHEREAS, the use of drugs, includ- 
ing alcohol, is becoming an  in- 
creasing problem among many p e r- 
sons of all ages in our society, and 


WHEREAS, about 52 per cent of 
fatalities and injuries in traffic acci- 
dents in 1969 involved drivers of 
motor vehicles who had been drinking 
alcoholic liquors, and 


WHEREAS, the abuse of drugs cau- 
ses great human suffering and is des- 
tructive to the life of, the family and 
community, and 


WHEREAS, we recognize that one 
major cause of the drug culture has 
been the failure to find meaning and 
fulfillment, and 

WHEREAS, it is the responsibility 
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gers to this Convention commit our- 
selves to work for community and 
state of 


One day Jeremiah got word from 
God that he should go down to a pot- 
ter friend’s house. God had some - 
thing which He would say to Jere- 
miah when he had reachtd the 
friend’s house. In his usual coopera- 
tive spirit Jeremiah went. He found 
the potter working at his wheel. ‘‘And 
the vessel he was making of clay was 
spoiled in the potter’s hand, and he 
reworked it into another vessel, as 
it seemed good to a potter to do.” 

Jeremiah heard God say-that Israel 
was. like clay in His hands, to make 
whatever vessel it seemed good to 
Him to make, reminding Jeremiah of 
the greatest force ever to work in the 
world — the creativity of God. That 
creativity is still as active as ever, 
but is probably recognized less and 
less each decade as man exerts and 
extends himself and gloats over the 
results. Man is simply exerting the 
creativity and extending the capabili- 
ties which God placed in him when 
Adam and Eve were created, I be- 
lieve, fully endowed mentally and 
spiritually. 

In a kitchen cabinet next to our re- 
frigerator is a plastic bowl. It is small 
and green and misshapen. The odd 
shape resulted from too-close contact 
with the heating element in the dish- 
washer. It really doesn’t look so good, 

* but it seemed a shame to throw it 
“away. ‘There ought to be some use 


A Woman's World Reaches Far 


.. Beyond the 
Ironing Board “ 


Wilda Fancher 

for it,’’ I thought, so I kept it. Various 
uses have been made of it, the handi- 
est being to hold ice cubes for refill- 
ing tea glasses at the kitchen table 
where our family eats. C 

The little green bow] is good for me. 
It is a reminder. One day when I mov- 
ed it out of the way to get something 
in the cabinet behind it, thoughts 
came to me that sounded like the 
Spirit of God sort of half-way repri- 
manding me. 

“True,”” the thoughts formed, ‘‘that 
green bowl got too close to the heat 
and is not quite what it used to be, 
but you, a plain mortal, found some 
use for it.” 

“‘Agreed,’’ I answered. ‘‘“Now where 
are we going from there?” 

“Sometimes Christians get too close 
to.the heat of sin and come away mis- 
shapen. Do you suppose it’s right to 
throw them away? Don’t you reckon 


, the creativity of God can fashion us- 


age for them? He doesn’t see them 
misshapen the way you do.” 

So now when I raise my spotless 
eyebrows at the less exemplary Chris- 
tians I know, I think of the crumpled 
green bowl. I think how I was wrong 
to build a Useless Shelf in my mind. 


‘Cause no woman can leave a shelf ~ 


empty. Considering the marvelous 
creativity of God, the folks whose ex- 
periences in sin have left scars real- 
ly don’t deserve to be put on a 
shelf. 


ee eee 


we will work for appropriate new leg- 
islation that will result in enforceable 
and scientifically correct laws on nar- 
cotics, alcohol and dangerous drugs, 
and that the Inter - Agency Council 
be requested to assign to appropriate 
agencies the responsibility to develop 
programs for church use to educate 
adults and young people concerning 
the dangers of the abuse of drugs and 
alcohol. 

On the Environment 

WHEREAS, human beings have for 
a long while recognized their need for 
food, clothing, and shelter, and r 

WHEREAS, God has created man 
to be a creature also who needs clean 
air, pure water, and an environment 
which contributes to his general 
health, and : 

WHEREAS, man has created a cris- 
is by polluting the air, poisoning the 
streams, and ravaging the soil, 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED 
by the messengers of the 


ver, June 1970, that we call upon chur- 
ches to help remedy this environmen- 
tal mismanagement by practicing and 
proclaiming a_ positive awareness 
that ‘‘the earth is the Lord’s’’ and 

~~—BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that 
we urge Christians everywhere to 
practice stewardship of environment 
and to work with government indus- 
try and others to correct the ravaging 
of the earth, and : 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that 
we request the Christian Life C o m- 
mission to take the lead in working 

-other agencies-of-the-Cenvention— 
to encourage effective education and 
action to meet the environmental cri- 
sis. 

On Race 

WHEREAS, Southern Baptists are 
aware of many areas of tension and 
misunderstanding between raci al 
groups in our nation, and 

WHEREAS, we realize that econo- 
mic, social, and educational condi - 
tions make these problems more ser- 
ious, and = 

WHEREAS, we recognize that mili- 
tant extremists of whatever race do 
not speak or act for the vast major- 
ity of that racial group, and 

WHEREAS, we reaffirm our re- 
sponsibility as Christians to build brid- 
— of good will on foundations of jus- 
tice; 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, 
that we express gratitude to God for 
the progress being made in an in- 
creasing number of our churches 
where persoris of other races are wel- 
comed into all areas of church life 
and fellowship, and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that 
we recognize with thanksgiving the 
growing cooperation between Baptist 
groups of differing races at‘ the local, 
associational, state, and national lev- 
els, and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that 
as Christians we more diligently seek 
to cultivate good relationships be - 
tween individuals and groups who dif- 
fer racially from us through joint 
projects for human betterment and 
Christian witness in church and com. 
munity, and ; 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that 
we seek to be open to communica- 
tion with those who differ from us, 
and work redemptively with them in: 
the spirit of Christ for all good causes, 
private and public, which strengthen 

justice, reduce suffering, and enhance 
freedom. 


On Extremism ‘ 
WHEREAS, there are evidences of 
internal destruction and violence ap- 
pearing in our midst on a daily basis 
and 


WHEREAS, we are keenly aware 
that such violence may ultimately ren- 
der America impotent, before its ad- 


versaries, 
* THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED 
that we urge the present administra- 


tion to continue its vigilant and peace- 
ful efforts to contain radical extrem- 
ists as well as the encroachment of 
conspiratorial communism at home 
and abroad, and 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that 
we simultaneously encourage, where 
such is desired, the free interchange 
of ideas and the registering of dissent 
when it is done in an orderly manner. 
On Law and Order’ 

WHEREAS, a breakdown in law and 
order is a weapon being used by some 
to destroy our form of government 
in the United States, with the success 
of these nefarious efforts being evi- 
dent in many areas of our country. 

WHEREAS, a renewed emphasis ne- 
eds to be placed on law observance 
and impartial enforcement of law 
and, 

WHEREAS, Law Day USA was es- 
tablished by Presidential proclama - 
tion in 1958 and is now observed an- 
nually and, 

WHEREAS, in join resolution of the 


Fangress of the United Stated 
yoo and House of Representa- 


tives designated the first day of May 
annually as Law Day USA, and by 
Presidential proclamation the people 
of the nation are asked to observe 
such a day with suitable ceremonies 
in cooperation with the American Bar 
Association and 1500 state and local 
Bar Association and 1500 state and 
local bar associations who have spon- 
sored Law Day USA, and 

WHEREAS, Christians believe in 
liberty through the orderly develop - 
ment and observance of proper laws, 
realizing that the cultivation of res- 
pect for law is vital to the democratic 
way of life, ; 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, 
by the Southern Baptist Convention 
that it reaffirm its faith ‘in the ideals 
of equality and justice under law, 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that 
we express alarm concerning the lack 
of respect for law and its enforcing 
officers which seemingly is being gen- 
erated in many segments of our so- 
ciety, 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that 
we encourage all our churches and 
members to reflect upon the signifi- 
cant values which the rule of law has 
represented in American society since 
the founding of our beloved country 
194 years ago, : 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that 
we request cooperating churches to 


consider observing Law Day USA 


in their respective communities thr- 
ough biblical sermons and - ms Late 
grams in their various organizations, 
emphasizing the value of law and 
order in an intelligent society. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that 
through appropriate agencies. our 
churches be encouraged to promote 
the last Sunday in April, annually as 
a prelude to Law Day USA, with sup- 
portive materials being prepared and 
made available to the churches and 
their members who desire such help. 
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PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS: W. A. 

Criswell, president of the Southern 

Baptist Convention, delivered his pres- 

idential address to an estimated audi- 

ence of 14,000 attending the opening 

night session of the convention meet- 
t ing in Denver, June 1-4. 


70 Scenes 


FORMER CONVENTION PRESIDENTS: Former pres-. Herschel H. Hobbs, J. D. Grey, Brooks Hays, H. Frank- 
idents of the Southern Baptist Convention attending the lin Paschall, Ramsey Pollard, C. C. Warren, and K. ri om 
Convention in Denver June 1-4 are: (left to right) Owen White. ws ANNUAL SERMON: Grady C. Coth- 
: -.en, president, Oklahoma Baptist Uni- 
versity, Shawnee, preached the an - 
nual sermon for the Southern Baptist 
Conventon meeting in-Denver June 1- 


4. He is a native of Mississippi. 


REV. LARRY ROHRMAN, pastor of 
First Church, Jackson, was a speaker 
at the Pastor’s Conference. 


CARL E. BATES, pastor of the First 

Baptist Church, Charlotte, .N. C., suc- 

ceeded W. A. Criswell as president of 

the Southern Baptist Convention. 
AFFIRMING THE BIBLE CONFERENCE: Jimmy Al- addresses the conference held May 30 at the First South- Bates was elected at the convention 
len, pastor, First Baptist Church, San Antonio, Texas, ' ern Baptist Church, Denver. meeting in Denver June 14. 


ture rot y tins ow sect) OTEL onl = NOt 1" 
pastor of 
Mrs. Sansing, 
Denver. 


MRS. CONNIE BRODIE of Broad- as 7 — : 

moor Church, Jackson, sings before : : WMU HYMN SINGING: Old-fashioned hymn singing mixed with missionary 

the convention. af testimonies launched the annual meeting of Southern Baptist Women’s Mis- 
' x sionary Union May 31 at the Convention Arena in Denver. 


DR. W. DOUGLAS HUDGINS, exe- 
cutive secretary of the State Conven- 
! ‘ : tion Board, is seen thanking the Con- 
NEWLY ELECTED officers of the Pastors’ Conference are Landrum P , vention for the assistance given to the 
Leavell, II center, president. pastor of First Church, Wichita Falls, Texas state following Hurricane Camille. 
and former pastor of First Church, Gulfport; James Pleitz, First, Pensa- = Standing next to him is Dr. Porter 
cola, vice-president; Charles A. Jolly, Madison, N. J., secretary. : i ye Routh, executive secretary of the Exe- 
WMU CONVENTION: Mrs. R. L. Mathis, president of Woman’s Missionary cutive Committee of the SBC. 
Union, presides over the annual convention which met in Denver May 31-June 


1, 


PRESS - CONFERENCE: Billy 
Graham answers reporters’ questions 
at a news conference prior to his ad- 
dress to the Southern Baptist Con- 
vention meeting in Denver June 1-4. 


PASTORS’ CONFERENCE: Pat Bo- —= 
one made an unscheduled appearance at yt , OWEN COOPER, of Y¥. City, met 
on the program of the Southern Bap- / ber of SBC Executive Comm 
tist Pastors’ Conference May 31 at the , , J brings one of reciet seat? 
Denver Convention Center Arena. SHOWN here are scenes from the visual presentation of Southern Baptist mission work. Committee to the C on. 


‘ 


‘ IN A RECENT FACULTY RECITAL at Clarke Col- 
‘ lege, held jn the Lott Fine Arts Building, J. B. Mc- 
“i Elroy gave vocal solos and Mrs. Lorie McElroy pre- 
~ sented piano numbers aid accompanied Mr. McEI- 
roy. In the~program new hand bells, purchased by 
the McElroys, were dedicated to the memory of 


Hand Bells Dedicated At Clarke 


Melodi, seven-months-old daughter of the McElroys, 
who lost her life in an automobile accident in 1966. 
Guest hand bell choir of the First Baptist Church, 
Calhoun City, directed by Mrs. Jill Baker, gave a 
variety program. From left, Mr. and: Mrs. McElory, 
Hand Bell Choir, Mrs. Baker. 


7 iar Brotherhood 


Holding Back The Clock 
For Your Camp Registration 


weeks: _ 
Sardis Lake 

2nd Camp, June 15-19 

3rd Camp, June 22-26 
Percy Quin 

4th Camp, June 29-July 3 

5th Camp, July 610 

6th Camp, July 13-17 

7th Camp, July 20-24 

For information or registration 
forms, call or write the Brotherhood 
Department, Royal Ambassador 
Camp, P. O. Box 530, Jackson, Mis- 
sissippi 39205 - Phone 354-3704. 
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‘In-Service Training” Study Revised 
ke PROFESSORS OF RELIGIOUS EDUCATION from each of the four Baptist 
Ee colleges in the state met recently with Therman Bryant, associate in the 
2 students in the ‘‘in-service training” in which they learn of Baptist work 
_. Cooperative Missions Department, to revise the course of study used by the 
and life. Meeting with them was Dr. Foy Rogers, director of the Cooperative 


: Missions Department. From left: Dr. James L. Travis, Blue Mountain; Dr. 
A Korman O’Neal, Mississippi College; Dr. Rogers, Mr. Bryant; Dr. Joel D. 
Ray, Carey, and Dr. C..H. Melton, Clarke. 
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Carey Honor Retiring Professor 


WILLIAM CAREY COLLEGE education professor Dr. R. G. Bigelow re 
tired last month and was honored by the faculty, staff and administration 
at a Incheon. A silver bowl, pictured, was presented to him. The Board 
of Trustees of the college named Dr. Bigelow ‘‘Professor Emeritus.'’ Shown 
with him are his wife and Dr. J. Ralph Noonkester, president of the school. 
Dr. Bigelow retired from the University of Southern Mississippi seven years 
ago and was awarded Emeritus status by that institution at that time. 


THE INTERPRETER is, of course, free to search out the hand 
of God in history witnessed to by the Bible: But he is not free to 
create history from his ima, tion in which his notion of the rev- 
elation fits better.—Joseph . Callaway in Volume 1, ‘‘The Broad- 

___/ Man Bible Commentary,” Broadman : 


YOU'RE NOT DEAF! 


4 but your hearing may be 


vy OUT OF FOCUS 


If you know when-people are talking, but can’t hear every d the — YOu'R' 
NOT DEAF. Your hearing has slipped out of toms. pes siti = 
Audivox can help put your world into focus again. Simply, ine sively, almost 
invisibly modern hearing science can bring you ported clarity at lest. ome ae 
‘i : pong ewe Sate of the — fs ge ever made, to anyone answer- 
‘ is advertisement. It’s yours to keep, FREE. Wear-test it at home, pri ~ 
- without cost or obligation of any kind! 4 ibe eer 
Licensed under patent rights under American Telephone and Tel wi 
: | Electric, and Bell Telephone Laboratories. nr ere 
; SEND THIS COUPON TODAY! 


Without obligation send me my FREE inactive AUDIVOX MODEL “Sprite” =~ 
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Book Store To 
Introduce New Manager 


At Open House 


The public is invited to open house 
Friday, June 19 from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m. 
at the Baptist Book Store, 125 North 
Fresident St., Jackson, to meet the 
new manager, Rev. Charles W. Clark, 
and his family. ~ 


Revival 
Dates 


I 

Mt. Nebo (Newton County): June 
22-28; night services at 7:30 Mon. 
through Sat.; morning services at 
10:30, beginning on Tuesday; Rev. 
J. W. Coker, pastor of Mt. Horeb 
Church, Meridian, and student at New 


Orleans ary, evangelist; Billy 
Strickland, ster of music at Mar- 
ion, singer; Rev. David L. Sellers, 


pastor. Lunch will be served at the 
church on Sunday, June 28, which will 
be Homecoming Day. 


Concord (Smith): June 21-26; Rev. 
George Clerihew, pastor, South 28th 
Ave. Church, Hattiesburg, evangel- 
@st; Sunday services at 11 a.m. and 
7 p.m.; weekday services at 7 p.m.; 
George Puckett, singer; Rev. A. D. 
Nieman, pastor. 


If sorne men get to heaven the way 
they are facing they will have to do 
a lot of running backwards. 


WIBT To Show Jot 
Tuesday Mornings 


A living dot has won the hearts of 
Southern Baptists and yong television 
viewers in many parts of the country. 
He’s JOT, star of the Radio and Tele- 
vision Commission’s. 4% minute, ani- 
mated color cartoon series. 


The first JOT series of 13 episodes 
has brought down an avalanche of 
mail on Commission headquarters in 
Fort Worth — and now there are four 
additional episodes, for a total of 17. 
The weekly letter count for JOT tops 
2,000." Most of the response is from 
children requesting the . “surprise” 
JOT offers at the end of each pro- 
gram. But much of it is from minis- 
ters, parents and other adults prais- 
ing JOT as a clever and effective ap- 
proach to child evangelism — or just 
as a ‘‘good influence’ on TV-watch- 


fig chiidren. 


JOT, which has been on 40 stations 
continuously for the last two years, 
is now being expanded to 100 sta- 
tions. Because of high demand for the 
cartoon, the Radio-TV mmis- 
sion has speeded up its schedule for 
completion of the second series of 13 
episodes. 


Beginning June 15, 1970, WLBT-TV 
in Jackson, Mississippi, will telecast 
JOT every Tuesday at 9 a.m» 


First, New Albany 
Memorializes Deacons 


First Church, New Albany, has 
adopted resolutions memorializing 
two of their deacons who died within 
the last year. 

Earl Newton Randle died Septem- 
ber 12, 1969, at the age of 58. J. H 
Herod died February 5, 1970, at the 
age of 74. 

Mr. Randle had been an active 
member of First Church, New Albany, 
since Oct. 24, 1954. Mr. Herod had 
been an active member of First 
New Albany, since April 6, 1952. Both 
had faithfully served as deacons for 
several years.’ 

The resolution stated concerntng 
these men, that each “during his 
lifetime made outstanding contribu. 
tons in time, talent, and treasure to 
the work of First Baptist Church, 
New Albany, and unequivocally dem. 
onstrated his constant concern for hu- 
manity, his untiring and ceasless de. 
votion to the church, and his prayer- 
ful and unselfish dedication to the 
cause of Christ and His Kingdom's 
work.” f : 

Rev.- William F. Evans is pastor of 
First, New Albany. 


War-Separated 


Baptists Hold 


Family Reunion 


By Bert and Ruth Dyson 

ZARIA, Nigeria — The meeting 
of the Nigerian Baptist Convention in 
May was a splendid experience. For 
the first time in three years our 
Christian brothers and sisters from 
the former war enclave were able to 
be with us, and many of them were 
on the program. As one of the speak- 
ers said: ‘This will long be remem- 
bered as our ‘family reunion conven- 
tion.””’ 

Some of our former students whom 
we feared dead were there. Amadi 
was one of these. His experiences 
could fill a book: twice he faced a fir- 
ing squad; he trekked miles without 
food; finally, in a war camp, he be- 
came leader of a Baptist ‘‘church,”’ 
which grew from 14 to 726 attending 
regularly. 

Last year when the convention pro- 
gram committee chose this year’s 
theme the civil war was still raging. 
Little did the committee realize how 
apropos ‘“‘Christ, Our Peace’’ would 
be. When the opening session began 
with the theme song, ‘Sweet Peace, 
the Gift of God’s Love,” it was al- 
most too much for one’s emotions. 


125th Anniversary At 
Dry Cheek (Rankin) 


Dry Creek Church, Rampin County, 
will celebrate the church’s 125th an- 
niversary on Sunday, June 14, with 
regular preaching service at 11 a. m., 
dinner on the grounds; and afternoon 
service at 3. 

The pastor, Rev. Jerry Glass, will 
preach at 11; Rev. Buford Easley 
will preach at 3 o’cloék. Former 
members and pastors have a special 
invitation. 

Revival services start Monday, June 
15, with services at 10:45 a. m. and 
7:30 p. m. through June 21. Rev. Ken- 
neth Pickens, pastor of First Church, 
Vardaman, will be the evangelist. 


Senior Gift To MC 

RALPH BETHEA (left) of Memphis, 
Tenn., a member of the 1970 Senior 
Class at Mississippi College, presents 
Dr. Lewis Nobles, college president, 
with a check from the members of 
the Senior Class as their gift to the 
college. The presentation was made 
during a special meeting hosted by 
the Alumni Association of the college. 
(M. C. Photo by Norman Gough) 


Memorial Sign Dedicated At Roundaway 


The James R. Strawbridge, Sr. Memorial Sign was dedicated May 17 at 
Roundaway Church, Sunflower County. The late Mr. Strawbridge was serv- 
ing as chairman of deacons at Roundaway at the time of his death. He 
was only 39 years of age. The memorial sign was sponsored by the present 


body of deacons. 


Off The 
Record 


NOT SO FUNNY 

A preacher entered a class while 
the lesson was in progress and asked 
this question, “Who broke down the 
walls of Jericho?” A boy answered, 
“Not me, Sir.” The preacher turned 
to the teachef and asked, ‘‘Is this the 
usual behavior in this class?’’ The 
teacher answered, ‘‘This boy is hon- 
est and I believe him. I really don’t 
think he did it.” 

Leaving , the room, the preacher 
sought out an elder and explained 
what had. happened. The elder said, 
“I have known both the teacher and 
the boy for years, and neither of them 
would do such a thing.” 

By this time the preacher was heart- 
sick and reported it to the Depart- 
ment of Christian Education. They 
said, “We see no point in being dis- 
turbed. Let’s pay the bill for the dam- 


age to the walls and charge it to up-. 


keep.” 


MGIRATION 

It was 20 degrees below zero in 
North Dakota, and a man working 
on the platform near the top of an 
oil derrick began to ride down on 
a crane, against the wishes of his 
foreman who stood shouting at him 
to ‘‘stay up there.” 

When the man reached the ground, 
the foreman asked, “What did you 
come down for?’’ ‘‘Ah’m going to get 
my jacket,”’ the man drawled. “Well, 
where did you leave it?’’ asked the 
foreman. ‘In Florida,’’ was the non- 
chalant answer. 


BEAT BAIT 

A seven - year - old had gone fish- 
ing with her father. After an hour or 
so, her dad asked, ‘“‘Are you having 
any luck?"’ She replied indignantly, 
“No, I don’t think my worm is really 
trying.” ‘ 


TA 


Cc. E. AUTREY 


Basic Evangelism 
A comprehensive study of basic Baptist philosophy concerning individual respon- . 


sibility and goals in evbngelism. 


‘loth, $4.96 


W. A. CRISWELL 


Preaching at the Palace 
Choice sermons by the past and present pastors of the First Baptist Church of 
Dallas. Inspirational and thought-provoking . Cloth,$2.96 


W. HERSCHEL FORD 


Simple Sermons on Prayer 
Straightforward messages on the power of prayer in our lives, how to use prayer 


and how not to 


Cloth, $2.96 


HARPER SHANNON 


Beliejs That Are Basic 
Presents the basic tenets of the Christian faith — Incarnation, Atonement, 


Resurrection, etc. — in understandable terms for modern man. Cloth, $2.96 
The Future Of Evangelism 

The importance of witnessing Christ to the world is shown clearly and concisely 

loth, $2.95 


Great Southern Baptist Doctrinal Preaching 
[pcort-ovarching sermons—by-Rotert-G-tee, Herchet Hobte, Jerry Glisson, 
Ramsay Pollard and others 


Cloth,92.95 


= Great Southern Baptist Evangelistic Preaching 
Outstanding evangelistic sermons by J D Grey. A. B. Van Arsdale, Paul Brooks 


Leath, W Criswell and others. 


Cloth, $2.98 


Two-volume set, shrinkwrapped, $5.90 value for only 64.90 


ROBERT G. LEE 


By Christ Compelled 
A protivel look at the Christian life which stresses the need for personal 
commitment and dedication to the cause of Christ Cloth, $3.50 
at your Baptist Book Store y 


WHAT ARE RELIGIOUS 

INSTITUTIONAL BONDS? 

A means of bringing people together . . . people 

who have money to invest and people who need 

money for building churches and institutions. 

Guaranty Bond gets the two together, under- 

writes the loan for the building, and then offers 

investors bonds which: 

—> Pay up to 7% on the initial investment. 

—> Are backed by a first mortgage and by 
a pledge of the first income. 

—> Continue to pay this good yield for the 
life of the bond, which is from six months 
to 1242 years. 

For further information, without obligation, fill 

out the coupon below or call 615 — 291-4660. 


AND SECURITIES CORPORATION 
2312 West End Avenue Nashville, Tenn, 37203 
Exclusive Underwriters of 
Religious Institutional Finance 


Guaranty Bond end Securities Corp. 

P.0. Box 603, Nashville, Tenn. 37203 

Please send infgrmation about bonds that pay up 
to 7% without obligation! 1} am interested in 
investing $ | pee years 


Name 
Address 
City 
State 


THE MODERN LANGUAGE 
NEW TESTAMENT 


The NEW 
Berkeley Version 


. . . truly one of the finest 

translations of all time.” 
W. A. Criswell, Pastor 
First Baptist Church, Dalles 

it's here! A New Testament 
edition of the popular New 
Berkeley Version 
And easier to read than ever— 
thanks to its thorough revision 
at the hands of a highly- 
capable team of Bible scholars 
Now you'll enjoy even great- 
er tlarity and crispness of 
meaning. 
The edition distributed world- 
wide by Gideon's International, 
THE MODERN LANGUAGE 
NEW TESTAMENT features : 
+ Easy-reading paragraph form 
© Large, clear type 
© Full annotation 
* Brief, helpful clarifying notes 

Available in durable cloth 
bound, or in kivar. Stop in 
soon for your personal copy. 
Cloth, $3.95; Kivar, $1.65 


at your Baptist Book Store 


BAPTIST 

BOOK STORE 
Qowine with a Chustian Distinotion 
Coast to Coast 


P.O. Box $27 — 125 N. Pres. St. 
Jackson, Mississippi 39201 
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Worship In-The Church - 


By Cliften J. Allen 
I Corinthians 11; 14 


Worship has always been and must 
always be the heart of the church’s 
life. Paul’s instructions to’ the church 
in Corinth were giv- 
en in response to a 
question about the 
' exercise of spiritual 
gifts, also in response 
to shocking examples 
of unchristian con- 
duct in worship. The 
observance of the 
Lord’s Supper was 
desecrated by in- 
temperance and irreverence, and the 
exercise of spiritual gifts was charac- 
terized by pride and disorder. As we 
consider the situation at Corinth, let 
us see this instruction as a part of 
God’s continuing communication of his 
will.and purpose for his church 
through the ages. 


The Lesson Explained 
Disorder In Worship 


The church in Corinth was young, 
only a few years old. The community 
of believers was inevitably a-part of 
its social situation and the culture 
patterns of the times. This accounts, 
for example, for Paul’s instruction 
that women should be Veiled in pub- 
lic worship (11:2-16). The church had 
no sanctuary. This accounts for the 
greater degree of informality in pub- 
lic worship. The members were young 
in their Christian experience. This ac- 
counts for their immaturity in the 
exercise of spiritual gifts. It accounts 
also for their inadequate understand- 
ing of the meaning and purpose of 
the Lord's Supper and, hence, some 
of the Buses consected with its ob- 
servance. As a result of these factors, 
there was disorder in worship, dis- 
honoring to Christ, hurtful in its im- 
pact on unbelievers, and a source of 
cliques and divisions in the church 
fellowship. * 


Communion In Worship 
Verses 11:23-26 


The church was accustomed to hav- 
ing a common meal — which among 
Christians generally was known as 
the agape or love feast—and this was 
climaxed by the observance of the 
Lord’s Supper. This meal in the 
church in Corinth was marked by di- 
visions, greedy and aggressive per- 
sons eating intemperately and get- 
ting drunk, with the result that some 
had no food and were hungry. The 
church of God was disgraced by this 
scandal of conduct. 


Paul told. of the ritual for the ob- 
servance of the Lord’s Supper, It, is 
indeed the Lord’s Supper, instituted 
by the Lord Jesus himself. The bread 
is a symbol of Jesus’ body, offered 
as a sacrifice for the sins of the 
world. The cup is a symbol of the 
new covenant, 6 ; 
for the remission of sins. The eating 
of the bread and drinking of the cup 
are meant to be in remembrance of 
Christ, a memorial of his sufferings 
for the redemption of men. The 
Supper is to be a proclamation of 
hope, the certain expectation of the 
Lord’s return. It is meant, further, 
to express the communion of believ- 
ers in the most meaningful act of 
public worship. Their unity is sym- 
bolized by one loaf; they declare their 
oneness in the body of Christ (I Cor. 
10:17). Each observance of the Lord’s 
Supper should be marked by 
reverential praise, grateful devotion, 


OLD BIBLES REBOUND 


McMILLAN’S STAMP & SIGN CO. 
Manufacturers of: 


and meaningful self-giving. 
Witness Through Worship ’ 
Verses*14:23-26, 40) 


The Corinthian Christians prided 
themselves--as .to their gifts — 
prophecy, speaking with tongues, 
working miracles, greatness of faith, 
and the spirit of: generosity. There 
was a particular problem in public 
worship about speaking in tongues, 
some form of ecstatic utterance, 
which some of the Christians be- 
lieved to be the greatest gift and 
therefore the occasion for the great- 
est pride. Actually, it was inferior. 
It did not communicate the truth of 
the gospel; it called‘ for interpreta- 
tion; other persons were not edified 
by it. If the whole church gave itself 
to an orgy of ecstatic speech, outsid- 
ers or unbelievers coming into the 
service would say that the Christians 
were crazy. Instead, it wag appropri- 
ate for members to prophesy, that is, 
to declare the truth of God — but 
they were to do it one at a time — 
for this was a means of effective wit- 
ness to the truth of the gospel. 

We learn of the spontaneity and in- 
formality of worship from verse 26. 
Members participated in various 
ways, but they were warned that their 
participation should be for edifying 
5 oe another, witnessing to the gospel, 
and building up the church. And all 


things were to be done ‘decently and, 


in order” to insure blessing for them- 
selves and a saving witness to un- 
believers. 


Revival. 
Dates 


Walnut Grove (Leake): June 21-26; 
Rev. Herman Milner, pastor of Van 
Winkle Church, Jackson, evangelist; 
Rev. Joe W. Hudson, pastor, leading 
the music. . 


Spring Hill (Calhoun): June 14 - 21; 
services at 8 p.m.; Rev. John Tier- 
ney, evangelist; W. D. (Bill) Smith 
III, of Houston, in charge of music; 
Rev. Kenneth McMillen, pastor. 
(John Tierney, Scottish-born evangel- 
ist, was saved the first time he heard 
a gospel invitation at the age of 29. 
The former businesaman, school, ad- 
ministrator, and pastor has preached 
in revivals in more than 472 churches 
in 46 states. His future invitations in- 
clude revival campaigns in America, 
Canada, Scotland, British West 
Indies, Africa, and Ecuador. He re- 
cently preached for two weeks in Por- 
tugal. He has just completed his sec- 


ond term as president of the Southern 


Baptist Evangelists’ Conference.) 


WEST END, LOUISVILLE, April 
26-May 3; two on profession of faith, 
for baptism; two other professions of 
faith; four by transfer of letter; nine 
rededications; 14 families dedicating 
themselves to God's work in the com- 
munity; Rev. B. H. Ross Sr., pastor, 
evangelist; Purvis Keene, in charge 
of music; Mrs. R. A. Herrington, pi- 
anist. . 


SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON 


THE INTERNATIONAL LESSON 


LIFE-AND WORK CURRICULUM 


‘Unity Through Christlike Humility 


Philippians 2 
By Bill Duncan ry 
There are always germs in the air 
that we breathe. Some people get sick 
from’ the exposure, while others are 
able to throw off the danger. Any nor- 
mal church is exposed to disunity, 
and seemingly, the 
the church, 


| that we ought 
. notice. 

It is against these 
dangers that Paul 
warns his beloved 
friends in Philippi. Nothing chills the 
enthusiasm of a church like disunity. 
Many people need to be reminded of 
this very often, lest they become a 
part of the problem rather .than of 
the solution. 


The Causes of Disunity 
Phil... 2:3-4 

There is selfish ambition when self 
becomes the driving force, in danger 
of creating discord. This happens 
when people work, not to advance 4 
cause, but to advance themselves. 
“Let each esteem others better than 
themselves.”’ 

There is the desire for personal 
prestige. ‘“‘Let nothing be done 
through strife or vain glory.’’ Every- 
one wants to be liked and respected. 
But the desire for empty glory or self- 
glory is always disrupting. The am- 
bition that should belong to the Chris- 
tian is the desire to glorify Christ, and 
not to receive personal glory. 

There is concentration on self. If 
one’s full attention is on giving to 
himself, then he is bound to collide 
with others in trying to reach his 
goals. This will mean the elimination 
of others or the pushing aside of oth- 
ers. 

Thus one quickly sees that the dan- 
ger of self is not only harmful to the 
individual but to the body of the chur- 
ch as well. When the right relation- 
ship is broken between man and God, 
a chain reaction takes place that af- 
fects all kinds of relationships. This 
person cannot contribute to unity 
among those who love Christ because 
they do not know what it means to 
be “in Christ.” F 

The Causes for Unity 

Barclay says there are five consid. 
erations which it to went dis-. 

(1) The fact that we are all jn 
Christ must keep us in unity with one 
another. No man can live in the at- 
mosphere of Christ and at the same 
time in bitterness with his fellow-man. 
To be in Christ means to be com- 
mitted to_the same goal and to share 
the same truth witli other Christians. 

(2) The power of Christian love will 
keep us in unity one with another. 
Christian love seeks the best for the 
other person. 

(3) The fact that we share in the 
Holy — Spirit must keep Christians 
from disunity. The Holy Spirit binds 
men to God and man to man. 

(4) The very existence of human 
pity and compassion should keep men 
from disunity. 


(5) The last appeal is a personal note | 
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from Paul that he might have the joy ee 
in knowing they are right related 
ore to another. This appeal is hu- 
man, but is divinely directed toward 


man. The pastor had the church at 
heart. 


The Example of Humility 


There were six downward steps that 
describe the descent of Christ’s humi- 
lity. These steps were taken gladly, 
but were very costly. (1) ‘Being in 
the form of God.” This established 
that he had the nature of God by right 
but he did not think it was something 
that he had to hold. (2) He made him- 
self of no reputation. “Jesus laid 
aside his glory and limited himself 
of the possibility to error, and to die. 
(3) “He took upon Him the form of 
& servant.”” The role was to do God's‘ 
will and to minister unto all men in 
all needs. (4) “He was made‘in the 
likeness of men.” He was made to 
be one of us, limited and with the 
ability to die. (5) He “humbled Him- 
self and became obedient unto death.”’ 
He displayed his lowly station of hum- 
ble service and denial of self.~-(6) 


‘Even the death of the cross,” de- 


scribes the lowly depth for Deity. 
The cross stood for shame and suffer- 
ing. 


“Let this mind be in you, which 
was also in Christ Jesus.’’ The call 
for humility began with the thought 
for respect for the position that 
Christ took. If we could learn to think 
like he did, then we could serve in 
the same spirit. This selfless spirit 
of Christ-like humility binds people to- 
gether with God. 


REVIVAL RESULTS 


Bellehaven, Ocean Springs: May 17- 
23; Rev. Doug Chatham, pastor, Fer- 
ris Hill, Milton, Fla., evangelist; 36 
professions of faith; two additions by 
letter; numerous rededications. Rev. 
Wayne Fleming, pastor, states, 
“God's Spirit is moving among Bap- 
tists on the Gulf Coast. There seems 
to be a revival spirit prevailirig in 
many churches in Jackson County.”’ 


First Church, Wiggins;Dr. L. Gor- 


- don Sansing, pastor, First, Grenada, 


and Vernon Polk, minister of music, 
First, Grenada, leading; eleven addi- 


tions for, baptism, five by 
many ’ rededications: Rev. AS 
Grissett, pastor. 
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In Greenville 


Agricultural Missions Conference 


On Monday, April 27, approximate- 
ly 125 farmers, agricultural workers, 
and pastors gathered at First Baptist 
Church, Greenville, at five o’clock in 
the afternoon for a conference on agri- 
cultural missions. The group heard re- 
ports of some activities in the area 
of agricultural missions that had re- 
sulted in considerable tay involve- 
ment. . : 


During the afternoon program agri- 
cultural missionary Sammy Simpson 
of Chone, Ecuador, (now on fur- 
lough) gave a report of his work. 
This.was followed by a challenging 
message delivered by Dr. Baker 
James Cauthen, Executive Secretary, 
Foreign Mission Board. 

R. T. “Dick” Stafford, North Lit- 
tle Rock, Arkansas, (his ideas were 
largely responsible -for the conference 
being called) discussed the subject, 
“Where do we go From Here?” He 
suggested an informal organization of 
laymen to work with and through the 
Foreign Mission Board in the area 
of agricultural missions. 

Following this a general discussion 
was led by Owen Cooper, Yazoo City. 
The group agreed that three persons 
would be named from Mississippi, 
three from Arkansas, and three from 
Louisiana to serve as an organization 
committee. This committee would 


Following suppe he group 9 
sembled in the church sanctuary 
was joined by several hundred peo- 
ple who had been invited to this gen- — 
eral session. 


A report of the organization com- 
mittee was made to the general ses- 
sion. The group recommended that an. 
organization be set up. and that the 
following persons be named as offi- 
cers and directors of the organiza- 
tion: 

President: Jerry Clower, Yazoo 
City; 1st Vice President; Dick Staf- 
ford, North Little Rock, Ark.; 2nd 

“Vice President: Billy Joe Watkins, 
Rayville, La.; Secretary - Treasurer: 
Gene Triggs, Yazoo City. 

Directors: Dick Stafford, North Lit- 
tle Rock, Ark.; C. Russell Shaw, Eu- 
pora; C. D. Salley, McGehee, Ark.; 

Jack H. Shell, Hamburg, Ark.; -Arlis 

Anderson, State College; Sam T. Bat- 

ton, Lake Providence, La.; Roy .L. 

Mitchell, Greenville; Jack Witcher, 
-Forest, La.; L. E. Posey, Rayville, 
La.; Owen Cooper, Yazoo City. 

Missionary Sammy Simpson gave a 
slide presentation showing work of 
agricultural missionaries from various 
countries throughout the world. Again, 
Dr.-Baker James Cauthen addressed 
the group on the subject, “Laymen 
and World Missions.” = 


You Know You Could Cut 
More Wood With 


Marion County A Sharper Axe 
Pastors Reassert Pastors, church musicians, and edu- 

ke z cational directors, if you serve with- 
Faith In Bible out formal training, are you doing 


the best you possibly could? 


Members of the Marion County Bap- 
tist Pastors’ Conference of Columbia 
have adopted a resolution reaffirming 
their faith in the Bible as “the inspir- 
ed revelation of God, as it is con- 
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True And False Faith 


James 2:14-26 

By Don R. Cooper, Pastor, First, Southaven 
For every genuine element of Christianity, Satan has a counterfeit ver- 
sion which he peddles all too successfully to many people today. One exam- 
ple is in the area of faith. There is true faith, and then there is false faith 
which is really not faith at all. . 

» James illustrates false faith with two of its most pre- 
dominant forms. The first might be called profession with- 
out practice, or ‘‘mouth’’ faith — faith that is just talk. It 
is one thing to: say something is so; it is another thing to 
prove it. I might say, “I care about people in need,’’ but 
if I do nothing :abovt it, what good is my concern? It is 
easy to say, “I am save,”’ but just saying it is not enough. 
A man may say he has faith, but profession without prac- 
tice is not real Christian faith. 

The second illustration of false faith could be designated 
mere intellectual assent, or ‘‘mind’’ faith — faith that is 
just thought. Just believing there is a God is not enough. Also, just believ- 
ing that the Bible is a good book, or that Jesus really lived, or that the 
doctrines. of a certain church are true — none of this is true saving faith. 
These are examples of Satan's counterfeits that he wants you to have in- 
stead of the real thing. =. 

Then James illustrates true faith showing us two of its great distin- 
guishing characteristics. First, Abraham’s experience tells us that true faith 
is growing faith. He was not a perfect servant of God, but it was perfectly 
clear whose servant he was. His life, through its ups-and downs, demon- 
strated his faith to be always Godward, ever-growing and maturing. 

The second example, Rakab, helps us to know that true: faith is trans- 
forming faith. The testimony of scripture indicates that her encounter with 
Jehovah God changed the direction of her life. It is evident that Rahab’s 
faith resulted in a chaneg of loyalty, for Rahab’ became a servant of the 
true God. : : 

Take inventory of your faith today.-Is it the real thing or the counter- 


- feit version? Are you just talking a good story or living the faithful life? 


Is your faith just in your mind or really in your heart? Are you committed 
personally to God through Jesus Christ so that He is living in you and you 
are growing in Him? Has your faith changed your life for God and for 
good? It can and it should, if it is true faith. ‘Examine yourselves, whether 
ye be in the faith, prove your own selves.” (II Cor. 13:5) 


Four Brookhaven Pastors Complete Pastoral Care Seminar 
CERTIFICATES ARE PRESENTED to four Brookhaven ministers complet- 
ing the first seminar sponsored by the Department of Pastoral Care, Mis- 
sissippi Baptist Hospital, stressing the role of the minister in visiting hos- 
pital patients. From left to right are Rev. Mack Massey, Rev. Emmerson 
Tedder, Rev. Eugene Robcrts; Rev. J. Roy McComb, all of the Brookhaven 
area,°and Rev. Gordon Shamburger, Mississippi Baptist Hospital chaplain 
and director of the Department of Pastoral Caré, who conducted the seminar. 


Thursday, June 11, 1970 


Contennial At Harperville A 


On May 24, an estimated 300 (with 


257 registering) met at Harperville - 


Church to celebrate the church’s 100th 
anniversary. 

Music, preaching, history, and a 
bountiful“ lunch- were included in the 
day’s program. Rev. C. J. Olander 
(top photo, left), pastor in the late 
twenties at Harperville, now retired 
and living at Tchula, preached at the 
morning service. Rev. Sollie Smith, 
pastor of Harperville 1939-41, and 
now pastor at Superior Avenue Chur- 
ch, Bogalusa, La., preached in the 
afternoon. (Mr. Smith is shown at 
right, top photo.) 


BMC Teachers Workshop 


The Fourteenth North Mississippi 
Elementary Teachers Workshop will 
be held at Blue Mountain College 
June 15-19. 


Study emphasis will be as follows: 
Reading, one semester hour credit; 
Music, one-half semester hour credit; 
Art, one-half semester hour credit. 
The daily schedule of the Workshop 
will include: Music—8:30 a.m. - 10:30 
a.m.; Art — 10:30 a.m. - 12:30 a.m.; 
Lunch in Ray Dining Hall; Reading 
1:30 p.m.4:30 p.m. 

For further information concerning 
the 19870 Workshop contact Mrs. J. R. 
Lewis, Blue Mountain College, Blue 
Mountain, Mississippi 38610. 


Henderson is the former Lois Robert- 
json, a Texan. Born in Alice, she liv- 
ed in Beeville and Sinton while grow- 
ing up. They were appointed by .the 
Foreign Mission Board in 1958. 


Charles Wilkerson, assistant-head-of- 
the chemistry section of the labora- 
tory at Mississippi Baptist Hospital, 
has been named president-elect of the 
Mississippi State Society of Medical 
Technologists. . 


three juniors participating in Memory 
Drills at First Church, Cleveland on 
May 4. Mike Crowe, left, was perfect 
state winner in Memory Drills, with 


Van Payne, of Lucedaie, has been 
awarded a scholarship for having 
been selected for inclusion in the 


cher, both associational winners, Cc : h , P 
shown with their leader, Mrs. Martha C®reY Freshman Hanor’s Program. 
Causey. Van will be attending Carey for the 


' first time in September, having grad- 
uated recently from George County 


Two ministerial graduates of Mis- High School. He is a Baptist. 


sissippi College have been ‘granted $1,- 
000 scholarships to attend the South- 
ern Seminary, Louisville, Ky. Thomas 
Eari Prevost of Hazlehurst and Cald- 
well, Idaho, has been awarded a Lu- 


William Carey College biology pro- 
fessor, Dr. David Gruchy, has _ re- 
ceived word that he has been awarded 


ther Rice Scholarship, while David S ceaaaee rence 
Allan Daniels of Miami, Fla., is the homage 4 eater gp te 
recipient of an Adonirom Judson a ace hcg . ed 

ip. > 
Scholarship. Both will begin study at seers. Dr. Grechy, 


the seminary in the fall. head of Carey's 


biology department, 
was one among only 
300 in the United 
States to be selected 
for such a_ research 
grant. He will be spending this sum- 
mer in the University of Colorado at 
Boulder. ‘The following year, 1971, Dr. 
Gruchy has already been awarded 
an additional grant to continue re - 
fresher studies at, the Gulf Coast Re- 
search Laboratory at Ocean Springs. 


Rev. James C. Edwards was ordain- 
ed April 26 to the gospel ministry by 
Pearl Church. Mr. Edwards has been 

. seme called to the New 
" _ Home Church in 
Scott County, and to 
_+ the Sharon Church in 
Smith County. Mar- 
ried and the father 
of two daughters, he 
has been a faithful 
member of the Pearl 
church since 1961. 
Rev. Carl E. Talbert 
is pastor at Pear’ 


W. Donald Brown has accepted a 
call as minister of music, youth and 
education for First Church, Hazle- 
hurst, and assumed his duties there 

oe on April 9. He mov- 
ed to Hazhehurst 
from First Church, 
Indianola, where he 
had been for the past 
two years. Mr. 
Brown is a native of 


Rev. Armond D. Taylor, pastor, 
wees Fairhaven Church, 

) DeSoto County, _re- 

ceived a Master of 

Divinity degree on 

June 7 from the 

Memphis Theologi - 

cal Seminary, Mem- 


Laurel, a graduate 
phis, ‘Tenn. He of University of Sou- 
formerly = attended thern _— Mississippi, 
New Orleans Semi- and New Orleans 
nary. Seminary. He was ordained a minis: 


ter by Wildwood Church, Laurel. He 
is a member of the Singing Church- 
men. Mrs. Brown is the former Lena 
Lou Smith of McComb. They have 
three sons: Donnie 9, Terry 7, Mi- 
chael 2. Rev. George E. Meadows is 
pastor of First Church, Hazlehurst. 


Jack Moore was recently ordained 
to the gospel ministry. The ordination 
service was held at Drew Church 
with Rev. Millard 
Bennett officiating. 
Jack, the son of Mr. 
and Mrs. George E. 
Moore of Drew, will 
be a-junior at Deita 
State College this 
fall. He is now serv- 

, ing as pastor of West 
~ Drew Church. 


Rev. Jon Doler was ordained to the 
» gospel minister by 
* the Bethany Church, 
Slate Springs, on 
May 10. He has been 
called as_ interim 
pastor of Fellow - 
ship Church, Belle - 
fontaine. He plans 
to enter Clarke Co k 
lege in September 


Rev. and Mrs. Mack P. Jones, mis: 
sionaries on extended leave, may now 
be addressed c-o Mrs. Lois Stagg, 
Box 344, Purvis, Miss. 39474. Both Mr, 
and Mrs. Jones are Mississippians, 
He is a native of Wayne County; thé 
former Marie Martin, she was bord 
in Hattiesburg and also lived in Bro 
oklyn and Leaksville. They were a 
pointed by the Foreign Mission Boa 
in 1963. 


Rev. and Mrs. L. Wayne Frederic . 
missionaries, were scheduled to lea 
the States on May 19 to begin the 
first term of service as field eva 
gelists in Guadeloupe (address: Boi 
Postal 312, Pointe-a-Pitre, Guadelou 
French West Indies). Born hea 
Shannon, Miss., he moved sever 
times with his family while growi 
up, completing high school in Net 
ton, Miss. The former Florence Blu 
she was born in New Orleans a 
lived there and in Edwards, Miss, 
while growing up. The Fredericks 
were appointed by the Foreign Mit- 
sion Board last December. £ 


Ron Lowry, minister of music gt 
First Church, Lubbock, Texas, will be 
director of music for the World 
Missions Conference July 23-290 gt 
Glorieta Baptist Assembly in New 
Mexico. More than 2,000 Persons 
have already registered for the con- 
ference and another 1,000 are expeet- 
ed, said Norman Godfrey, conference 
coordinator. The World Missi 
Conference is sponsored by the 4 
ern Baptist Brotherhood 
sion and the Woman's m 
Union in cooperation with the 4, 
Mission Board and Foreign 
Board. ° ’ 


Success 


One of the highlights of the day, in 
the recognition period, was when Mrs. 
James Golden (behind pulpit, bottom 
photo), Sunday school superintendent, 
called Mrs. O. O. Austifi, teacher of 
the T. E. L. Class for nearly half a 
century to the rostrum and presented 
a plaque from the church in appre- 
ciation for this service. Mrs. Austin 
(pictured in the bottom photo, to the 
right of Mrs. Golden) is one of the 
oldest members of the Harperville 
Church. She is still regular and ac- 
tive in her service as Sunday school 
teacher and in the WMS. 

Former members and friends at - 
tended from far amid hear, some from 
as far as Greenwood and New Or. 
leans. 


Rev. Elton Barlow (center, top pho- 


to) has served the church as pastor 
for five years and seven. months. 


Crooked Creek Homecoming 
Crooked Creek Church, Lawrence 
County, will celebrate homecoming 


on Sunday, June 14. This is the 111th. 


birthday of the church and on this 
memorial occasion all former mem- 
bers and friends are invited. 


Rev. } radley of New Or- 
leans, ., @ former pastor, will be 
guest speaker at the morning service. 
Quartets from Lawrence county and 
other special music will make up the 
afternoon service. Lunch will be ser- 
ved at the noon hour. 


Birmingham (Lee) Sponsors BMC Scholarship 


Members of the Birmingham Church, Lee County are sponsoring a schol- 


arship for a worthy student at Blue Mountain College. Church treasurer 
Thomas Easterling, authorized the pastor, Rev. David L. Turner, to present 
the check. This action was taken by the church as a step toward mission 
emphasis in Christian education. Left to right: Rev. David L. Turner, pas- 
tor of Birmingham Church, a 1970 senior at BMC; D. H. Guyton, business 
manager of the college, who received the check for $200.00 to be used as a 
scholarship which will assist a chosen BMC student; and Dr. James L. 


. Travis, Professor of Bible at Blue Mountain. 


Summer Missionaries From ECJC 


‘ 


DURING THE SUMMER, six students and the BSU director at East Cen 
tral Junior College, Decatur, will serve’tn different types of mission work. 
Left to right, front row: Miss Gladys Bryant, BSU director, North Dakota, 
BSU summer missions; Joan Green. Louisville, in charge of arts and crafts 
at Camp Garaywa. Back row: Terry McMillan, Forest, Home Mission Board, 
Jekyll Island, Ga.: Debbie Crowell, Louisville, staff at Garaywa; Melanie 
Dowling, Dade City, Fla., and Elizabeth Edwards, Sebastopol, staffers, 
Ridgecrest Assembly. Carol Ming, not pictured, Louisville, Camp Garaywa 


staffer. 


To Enter Evangelism 

Bill Spencer, pastor of Arrow Hei- 
ghts Baptist Church, Broken Arrow, 
Okla., will enter full-time evangelism 

me in September of this 
year. 

Spencer has served 
|. pastorates in Oklaho- 
- ma for the past ele- 
ven years. His 
church raJked twelv- 
th last yéar in num- 
ber of baptisms for 
Oklahoma. The thir - 
ty-seven year old 
minister is a graduate of Decatur 
Baptist College, and Southwestern 
Seminary. , 

His wife, Shirley, is a graduate of 
Bartlesville Business College. They 
have two children, Cindy, twelve, 
and Mark, ten. 

Spencer has traveled throughout 
twenty-five countries, including Bible 
lands. He has published articles with 
“Open Windows,’’ ‘‘Upper Room,” 
and ‘‘Daily Blessing.’’ He has also had 
a weekly column in a local newspaper 
for the past five years. 

Contacts should be made to: Bill 
Spencer, Box 401, Broken Arrow, Ok- 
lahoma 74012. Phone 918 251-3549. 


Foxworth, First 


Names Pastor 


Foxworth, First Church’s new pas- 
tor is Rev. S. R. (Ray) Pridgen, who 
moved from Indian Springs Church. 

— A native of Hot 

4 ie Coffee. in Covington 
- County, he received 
» his _edueation in 
Clarke College, Mis - 
sissippi College, and 
New Orleans Semi- 
nary. First Church, 
Taylorsville licensed 
and ordained him to 
the ministry. 

Other pastor - 
ates held in addition to his seven-year 
ministry at Indian Springs include: 
Liberty Church; Whitesand, Hepzibah 
and Old Hebron in Jefferson Davis 
County; Arm and Old Silver Creek in 
Lawrence County; and Willow Grove 
and Union Churches in Covington 
County. ‘ 

He has been active in associational 
work and has served on the Historical 
Commission and in two different per- 
jods on the Mississippi Baptist Con- 
vention Board. He traveled in the 
Middle East in 1969, including Egypt, 
Lebanon, Greece, Rome and the Holy 
Land. 

Mrs. Pridgen is the former Jane 
Glisson of Taylorsville. The Pridgens 
are the parents of two daughters: 
Mrs. John Lester Hawkins of Biloxi 


and Mrs. Donald Larry Grafton of 
Laurel. . 


Biloxi Pastor Will 
Preach in New Zealand 


Arrangement have been conpleted 
for Rev. Justus L. Garrett, pastor, 
Emmanuel Church, Biloxi, to parti- 
cipate in ‘the South Pacific Crusade 
sponsored by the Home Mission 
Board, SBC. 


About 100 pastors from over the con- 
vention will be taking part in the Cru- 
sade which will include preaching 
missions in New Zealand, Australia 
and New Guinea. The director is Dr. 
Eual Lawson. ~° 


= Pastor Garrett will be accomp - 
anied by his wife, Jan. They are. be- 
ing sent by the Emmanuel Church on 
the preaching mission as an expres - 
sion of appreciation for their 11 years 
service in Biloxi. 


Their assignment will be to the 
Rotorua’ Baptist Church, Rotorua, 
New Zealand, with the host pastor 
being Rev. Ian F. Taylor. They will 
Jeave June 22 and return around July 
21. In addition to preaching in New 
Zealand for a week they will be guests 
of the Australian Baptist Convention 
for three days, be messengers to the 
Baptist World Alliance in Tokyo, and 
make a brief visit to Hong Kong and 
Honolulu, Hawaii. 


N. C. Church Pays 
Tribute To Former 
Mississippian 

Southside Baptist Church, Charlot- 
te, North Carolina, has drawn up a 
Memorium, paying tribute to the 
late Rev. W. C. Sledge of Pontotoc, 
Miss. Their former pastor, Mr. Sledge 
died last December 29. After retire- 
ment, he had moved to Pontotoc and 
was engaged in interim pastorates. 

In part, the tribute stated, “For 
twelve years: Rev. W. C. Sledge had 
given himself to faithful service and 
as a Christian example to the ple 
of Southside Church. In his church 
life he was unsurpassed as a pastor 
and as a living example of God's 
love in action. He exemplified his 
love for his people and God through 
his untiring devotion to duty, even to 
the detriment of his personal health. 
In good times and bad, joy and sor- 
row, in trial or tribulation, he faced 
each day with a radiance and good 
humor that made us know he loved 
us even as he loved his Father in 
heaven.” 

Rev. John A. Grant is the present 
pastor of the Southside Church. 


——— 


1 can always spot a well informed 


man. His views are the same as 
mine. 


each Creek Homecoming 
On June 14, the Peach Creek Chur- 
ch will have Homecoming Day. 

The program will consist of lunctr 
at noon and singing in the afternoon. 

The church is located eight miles 
west of Sardis on Highway 315. Rev. 
Jimmy Martin is pastor. 


Paul Stevens On 
“Directions” June 14 


ABC-TV will feature a second con- 
versation between Malcolm Mugger- 
idge, British TV personality, and Dr. 
Paul M. Stevens, director of Southern 
Baptists’ Radio and Television Com- 
mission, on its religious program, ‘‘Di- 
rections," on June 14 at 1 p.m. Eas- 
tern Time. 

The program, entitled “Order or 
Chaos,"’ will focus on the change of 
life - style experienced by Mugger- 
idge, author of the controversial book 
“Jesus Rediscovered,” following - his 
conversion to Christianity. 

The first half-hour Stevens - Mug- 
geridge conversation was carried on 
“Directions” earlier this year. 


New Dean At Golden Gate 
NEW ACADEMIC DEAN — NASH- 
VILLE (BP) — Elmer L. Gray will 
assume duties as academic dean and 
professor of religious 
education at Golden 
Gate Seminary, Mill 


Valley, Calif., on 
Aug. 1. Presently 
manager of the 
Southern Baptist 
Sunday School 
Board's Sunday 
School _ department, 


Gray previously ser- 


ved for eight years at Golden Gate 
Seminary as head of the division of 
religious education and as professor 
of church administration. (BP Photo.) 


Certificates of Award 

Shown receiving Certificates of 
Award for long and faithful service 
are A. Il. Weathersby (left) 19 years 
of service and H. V. Phillips, Sr. 
(right) 10 years of service. These 
certificates were presented Sunday, 
May 24, by Ridgeland Baptist Broth- 
erhood, Ridgeland Church, Ridgeland. 


® 


